AIDS  activists  spring 
into  action 

But  local  agendas  take  precedence  during  the 
second  nationally  coordinated  week  of  actions 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  In  contrast  to  the 
hundreds  of  sit-ins,  die-ins,  vigils,  marches, 
forums,  teach-ins  and  acts  of  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  that  took  place  in  50  cities  around  the 
country  a  year  ago  during  the  first  nationally 
coordinated  week  of  AIDS  actions,  this 
year’s  events  were  considerably  fewer  and 
much  less  coordinated. 

Organizers  in  some  cities  —  most  notably 
in  Cincinnati,  Los  Angeles,  Boston,  San 
Francisco  and  Chicago  —  did  take  up  the 
call  put  out  by  ACT  NOW  (AIDS  Coalition 
to  Network,  Organize  and  Win),  the  na¬ 
tional  network  of  AIDS  activist  groups  that 
also  coordinated  last  year’s  actions.  But 
others  seem  to  be  pursuing  their  own  local 
agendas  or  putting  energy  into  future  ac¬ 
tions. 

Many  groups  are  in  a  period  of  reorgani¬ 
zation,  according  to  Arawn  Eibhlyn,  a  per¬ 
son  with  AIDS  (PWA)  who  is  the  national 
coordinator  of  ACT  NOW,  as  well  as  a 
member  of  ACT  UP/San  Francisco.  “So 
many  groups  put  so  much  energy  into  the 
[massive  civil  disobedience  and  demonstra¬ 
tion  held  in  October  of  1988  at  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration)  that  it  takes  a  little 
time  to  figure  out  what’s  going  to  take  its 


Activists  stage  a  die  in  in  Cincinnati 


place,”  he  said. 

Eibhlyn  added  that  he  expects  to  see  “a 
burst  of  energy  and  a  higher  level  of  coor¬ 
dinated  work,”  among  activists  nationally 
after  the  ACT  NOW  steering  committee 
meeting  scheduled  for  early  June  in  Mon¬ 
treal,  where  the  Fifth  International  Con¬ 
ference  on  AIDS  will  take  place. 

Education  and  action 

This  year’s  spring  AIDS  actions  were  or¬ 
ganized  around  the  general  theme  “Fight 
AIDS,  not  people  with  AIDS.”  According 
to  Eibhlyn,  in  order  to  maximize  local 
autonomy,  the  First  week  in  May  was  de¬ 
clared  “National  AIDS  Education  Week,” 
and  the  second  week  “National  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Week.”  The  suggestion  by  ACT  NOW 
was  that  local  groups  Find  one  day  during 


each  week  and  organize  an  appropriate 
event. 

Based  on  initial  reports  from  par¬ 
ticipating  groups,  Cincinnati’s  Gay/Lesbian 
March  Activists  (formed  after  the  1987 
March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian/Gay 
Rights)  took  on  the  most  ambitious  actions 
this  spring.  Shane  Que  Hee,  co-organizer  of 
the  group,  said  the  Activists  held  a  suc¬ 
cessful  educational  panel  May  3  at  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Health  Department. 

During  the  week  of  activism,  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  group  staged  a  demonstration  and  rally 
outside  the  federal  building  attended  by 
over  100  activists  and  featured  a  die-in.  In 
addition  to  protesting  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment’s  response  to  the  epidemic,  the  group 
also  targeted  state  Senator  Rich  Finan,  who 
days  before  had  successfully  eliminated  a 
major  provision  in  the  broad-based  AIDS 
bill  currently  in  the  Ohio  legislature.  (Passed 
22-8  by  the  Senate  May  10,  the  bill  provides 
for  anonymous  HIV  antibody  testing  sites, 
prevents  insurance  companies  from  requir¬ 
ing  applicants  to  undergo  HIV  antibody 
testing,  and  provides  funding  for  housing 
for  PWAs.) 

In  Los  Angeles,  ACT  UP/LA  held  an 
education  forum  to  discuss  access  to  health 
care.  According  to  Mark  Kostopoulos, 
“ACT  NOW  has  a  commitment  to  national 
health  care,  but  we  haven’t  spent  a  lot  of 
energy  figuring  out  what  that  means.”  He 
said  the  forum  examined  the  shape  the  epi¬ 
demic  would  likely  take  in  the  next  few 
years,  “as  it  affects  gay,  Black,  Latino  and 
straight”  people  in  Los  Angeles. 

During  the  week  of  action,  ACT  UP/LA 
held  a  demonstration  against  Employers 
Health  Insurance,  a  company  with  a  record 
of  discrimination  against  people  with  AIDS, 
ARC  and  HIV,  according  to  Kostopoulos. 
The  action  included  dumping  bags  of  play 
money  dyed  red  and  copies  of  denied  insur¬ 
ance  claim  forms  in  the  lobby  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  building. 

Kostopoulos  expressed  satisfaction  with 
the  actions,  but  said  even  more  exciting  was 
a  non-ACT  NOW  event  held  May  16  in 
which  15  ACT  UP  members  were  arrested 
when  they  disrupted  a  meeting  of  the  Los 
Angeles  County  Board  of  Supervisors. 
Among  the  group’s  demands  were  that  the 
county  abandon  its  plan  to  cut  $55  million 
from  its  health  care  budget.  The  group 
disrupted  the  meeting  at  the  end  of  the  open¬ 
ing  Pledge  of  Allegiance  by  chanting  “and 
justice  for  all,  and  justice  for  all....” 

In  San  Francisco,  ACT  UP  held  a  three- 
day  vigil  in  support  of  PWARC  and  hunger- 
striker  Stuart  McDonald.  “Although  we 
don’t  support  taking  your  own  life  as  a 
political  action,  the  members  of  ACT  UP 
also  realize  there  are  situations  in  which  one 
could  feel  that  your  only  weapon  is  your 
body,”  said  Eibhlyn.  “We  didn’t  want 
Stuart  to  die,”  he  said.  Eibhlyn  also 
reported  that  McDonald  had  ended  his  fast 
“not  because  his  demands  were  met,  but 
because  he  came  to  believe  his  death  was  not 
going  to  effect  the  change  he  wanted,”  said 
Continued  on  page  10 
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Domestic  partners  law 
imminent  in  S.F. 

Near  unanimous  support  seems  to  guarantee  passage  of 
the  legislation,  but  its  legal  effect  will  be  minimal 


By  Miranda  Kolbe 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  small  but 
significant  step  towards  enhanced  legal  pro¬ 
tection  of  gay/lesbian  relationships  is  ex¬ 
pected  here  when  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
votes  on  domestic  partnership  legislation  in 
the  next  few  weeks. 

The  law  will  enable  unmarried  couples  to 
register  at  City  Hall,  thus  making  their 
status  as  “domestic  partners”  official.  In 
addition,  the  city  will  provide  information 
to  domestic  partners  outlining  the  ways  in 
which  they  may  extend  their  rights  under  the 
law,  such  as  drawing  up  wills  and  powers  of 
attorney.  The  law  also  specifies  that 
domestic  partners  will  have  the  same 
hospital  visitation  rights  accorded  to 
spouses  and  blood  relatives. 

The  legal  effect  of  the  law  will  be  relative¬ 
ly  small.  It  will  ensure  that  no  city  service  or 
facility,  such  as  the  San  Francisco  Zoo,  can 
offer  special  family  or  spousal  discounts 
which  do  not  include  domestic  partners,  and 
will  ensure  that  hospital  visitation  is  allowed 
to  domestic  partners.  In  practice,  according 
to  Larry  Brinkin  of  the  Human  Rights  Com¬ 
mission,  few  people  have  been  denied  visita¬ 
tion  rights  or  other  privileges.  “Usually  we 
have  handled  cases  like  this  informally,  and 
generally  the  problems  are  resolved  through 
a  phone  call.”  However,  Brinkin  com¬ 
mented,  “We  are  dependent  upon  the  good 
will  of  individuals”  in  a  relatively  accepting 
climate.  “That  climate  could  change,”  he 
said. 

The  more  palpable  effect  of  the  legisla¬ 
tion  will  come  in  the  form  of  spousal 
benefits,  such  as  bereavement  leave  and 
health  insurance,  which  the  city  is  expected 
to  adopt  at  some  point  in  the  future.  The 
legislation  urges  Mayor  Art  Agnos  to  form  a 
task  force  to  determine  a  program  for  exten¬ 
ding  health  benefits  to  the  domestic  partners 
of  city  workers.  Neither  the  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors  nor  Agnos  has  the  power  to  regulate 
recommendations  to  the  city’s  Health  Ser¬ 


vices  Committee,  which  is  expected  to  draw 
up  a  pilot  program  within  the  next  year. 

Because  most  of  the  city’s  employees  are 
required  to  pay  for  their  own  spousal 
benefits,  a  domestic  partners  benefits  pro¬ 
gram  will  not  have  a  major  effect  on  the 
city’s  coffers.  Consequently,  the  only 
potential  source  of  opposition  to  the  plan 
would  be  the  city  workers  themselves.  If  the 
cost  of  spousal  benefits  rises  drastically 
because  of  the  addition  of  domestic  part¬ 
ners,  city  workers  may  balk  at  paying  higher 
premiums. 

All  but  two  of  the  eleven  city  supervisors 
co-sponsored  the  legislation,  which  was 
authored  by  Board  of  Supervisors  President 
Harry  Britt.  “1  think  all  of  us  have  been 
moved  in  recent  years  [by]  the  story  of 
Karen  Thompson  and  Sharon  Kowalski, 
said  Britt  during  a  recent  public  hearing. 
“The  human  rights  issue  I  am  concerned 
with  is  the  fundamental  freedom  of  any 
human  being,  man  or  woman,  gay  or 
straight,  to  form  primary  relationships  —  to 
fall  in  love,  to  develop  relationships  of  car¬ 
ing  that  may  or  may  not  involve  having 
children,  and  to  have  those  relationships 
treated  with  respect,  and  to  be  dealt  with 
>  equitably  by  the  law.” 

According  to  Britt’s  aide,  Jean  Harris, 
Agnos  is  prepared  to  sign  the  law  when  it 
passes  through  the  Board. 

At  a  public  hearing  called  by  the  mayor 
last  month  to  discuss  the  proposed  legisla¬ 
tion,  Supervisor  Britt  said  he  hoped  the 
legislation  would  “make  absolutely  clear  the 
commitment  of  this  city  to  take  leadership  in 
the  effort  to  bring  justice  to  people  who  are 
in  primary  relationships  outside  of  tradi¬ 
tional  marriage,  whose  relationships  have 
been  denied  acknowledgment  and  equitable 
treatment  by  the  law... and  to  play  a  leader¬ 
ship  role  in  bringing  about  a  national  solu¬ 
tion.” 

Continued  on  page  1 2 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“[The  town]  felt  that  the  public  had  a 
right  to  be  protected  from  certain  types  of 
businesses  that  are  harmful  to  our  youth  and 
which  can  be  located  elsewhere  without 
destroying  the  suburban  characters  of  our 
communities.” 

—  Frank  R.  Jones,  Islip,  Long 
Island  Town  Supervisor,  commenting  on 
the  recent  ruling  on  a  zoning  ordinance 
which  restricts  the  locations  of  stores  or 
theaters  that  sell  sexually  explicit  material, 
as  quoted  in  the  New  York  Times.  New 
York  State ’s  highest  court,  the  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals,  upheld  the  Islip  zoning  ordinance  say¬ 
ing  that  it  doesn’t  violate  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment  rights  of  merchants  that  sell  sexually 
explicit  material  because  it  does  not  outlaw 
such  material,  it  just  regulates  where  it  can 
be  sold.  Civil  liberties  groups,  as  well  as 
lawyers  on  both  sides  of  the  case,  say  that 
this  is  the  first  time  a  court  has  given  local 
governments  such  explicit  power  to  force 
certain  types  of  businesses  to  move. 


Women  bikers 
sponsor  benefit  ride 


Members  of  the  Moving  Violations 


BOSTON  —  Boston’s  only  all-women 
motorcycle  club,  the  Moving  Violations, 
will  sponsor  its  fourth  annual  Benefit  Run 
on  June  3.  The  club  will  take  a  100  mile  ride 
to  Salisbury  Beach,  an  amusement  area, 
where  they  will  spend  the  day  hanging  out, 
eating  exotic  foods,  and  taking  in  the  rides. 
This  year’s  proceeds  will  go  to  the  Susan 
Galvin/Martha  Alsup  Memorial  at  the 
Haymarket  People’s  Fund. 

Susan  Galvin  and  Martha  Alsup  were  kill¬ 
ed  while  vacationing  in  Anguilla  in 
November  1988.  They  lived  and  worked 
together.  Both  were  counselors  who  focused 
on  individuals,  families,  and  groups  who 
needed  help  in  healing  from  childhood 
abuse  of  any  kind.  They  were  well  loved  and 
are  sorely  missed,  and  their  work  was  impor¬ 
tant  in  the  community.  Haymarket  is  help¬ 
ing  to  collect  money  in  order  to  continue 
their  work. 

The  Moving  Violations  are  dedicated  to 
raising  money  for  education  and  direct  help 
in  the  women’s  community.  Many  of  the 
club’s  members  work  with  victims  of  batter¬ 
ing  and  other  crimes  against  women.  Past 
recipients  from  the  Benefit  Run  have  includ¬ 
ed  Respond,  a  battered  women’s  shelter,  and 
the  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center.  The 
Moving  Violations  Motorcycle  Club  hopes 
that  this  year’s  run  will  be  successful  so  that 
Susan’s  and  Martha’s  work  will  continue 
and  not  be  forgotten. 

The  club  will  raise  money  by  asking 
friends,  acquaintances,  and  relatives  to 
pledge  small  contributions  in  the  name  of 
each  rider;  the  amount  is  based  on  how 
many  miles  she  rides. 

To  participate  in  the  ride  or  sponsor  a 
rider,  call  Kate  at  776-4316  or  Sandy  at 
492-6526. 

□  Kate  Gallagher 

Men  energize  in 
Pittsburgh 

PITTSBURGH  —  “Menergy,”  a  four- 
day  event  for  pro-feminist  men  (and 
women),  will  take  place  here  June  1-6.  It  will 
be  the  14th  National  Men  and  Masculinity 
Conference  sponsored  by  the  National 
Organization  for  Changing  Men. 

The  Pittsburgh  Men’s  Collective  is  coor¬ 
dinating  “Menergy,”  which  is  expected  to 


draw  more  than  500  gay,  bisexual,  and 
straight  men.  While  the  majority  of  par¬ 
ticipants  will  be  men,  organizers  estimate 
that  about  15  percent  of  the  conference- 
goers  will  be  women. 

The  four-day  gathering  will  feature  panels 
and  workshops  on  such  topics  as  homo¬ 
phobia,  gay  affirmation,  pornography,  and 
racism .  There  will  also  be  entertainment  and 
cultural  events,  including  performances  by 
Michael  Callen  and  Romanoysky  &  Phillips. 

On  Saturday,  June  3,  there  will  be  a  rally 
and  speakout  in  downtown  Pittsburgh.  The 
rally  will  focus  on  “Ending  Men’s 
Violence,”  and  will  address  violence  against 
women,  homophobia,  anti-gay  violence, 
racism,  and  militarism. 

“Menergy”  will  be  held  at  Chatham  Col¬ 
lege,  which  is  near  the  East  End  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  There  is  a  sliding  scale  fee.  For  more 
information,  call  (412)  371-8007. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

How  to  succeed  in 
business 

WASHINGTON  —  The  U.S.  Sup¬ 
reme  Court  recently  ruled  that  the 
burden  of  proof  in  discrimination  cases 
should  be  placed  on  the  employer,  rather 
than  the  employee,  according  to  the  Boston 
Globe. 

The  case,  Price  Waterhouse  v.  Hopkins, 
began  when  a  senior  manager  at  the  major 
accounting  firm  was  passed  over  for  a  part¬ 
nership.  Ann  B. Hopkins  was  in  the  running 
for  the  partnership  with  88  other  Price 
Waterhouse  employees.  Hopkins  had 
brought  in  more  business  to  the  firm  than 
had  any  of  the  other  candidates,  said  the 
Globe.  She  was  also  the  only  woman  in  the 
group  of  88.  When  she  did  not  get  the  pro¬ 
motion,  Hopkins  sued  on  the  basis  of  “sex 
stereotyping.” 

Price  Waterhouse’s  partners  objected  to 
Hopkins’  “interpersonal  skills,”  reported 
the  Globe.  One  partner  referred  to  her  as 
“macho,”  and  several  were  upset  by  her  use 
of  profanity. 

Hopkins’  lawsuit  said  that  the  partner 
who  told  her  she  had  not  received  the  pro¬ 
motion  offered  her  some  advice.  He  told  her 
she  should  “walk  more  femininely,  talk 
more  femininely,  wear  makeup,  have  her 
hair  styled,  and  wear  jewelry.”  The  Justices 
ruled  that  Hopkins  had  indeed  been  discrim¬ 
inated  against  because  of  her  gender. 

The  decision  marks  the  first  time  that  the 
Supreme  Court  has  said  that  employers 
must  prove  they  did  not  discriminate 
because  of  bias,  such  as  racism  or  sexism. 
Previously,  the  employee  bringing  a  bias  suit 
had  to  prove  unequivocally  that  he  or  she 
had  been  denied  something  solely  because  of 
bias. 

But  the  victory  is  a  mixed  one.  The  High 
Court  also  ruled  that  the  criteria  for  deter¬ 
mining  discrimination  need  only  be  a  “pre¬ 
ponderance  of  evidence,”  as  opposed  to 
“clear  and  convincing  evidence,”  which  is  a 
stricter  standard.  The  case  will  return  to  a 
lower  court  for  a  rehearing  based  on  the  new 
standard. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Restrictive  abortion 
regulations  struck 
down 

BOSTON  —  A  federal  appeals  court  here 
recently  struck  down  regulations  that  barred 
family  planning  clinics  from  providing  in¬ 
formation  about  abortion  to  clients.  The 
decision  —  which  affects  family  planning 
clinics  throughout  the  country  —  came  in 
the  midst  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court’s 
preparation  to  rule  on  the  hotly  debated 
Webster  case. 

The  decision  in  Webster  v.  Reproductive 
Health  Services  could  severely  limit  or 
possibly  lead  to  overturning  women’s  legal 
right  to  abortion.  The  May  8  ruling  in 
Boston  was  significant  because  it  reaffirmed 
that  women  have  the  right  to  make  their 
own  choices  about  reproductive  rights 
issues. 

In  his  written  decision.  Judge  Hugh 
Bownes  said,  “We  find  that  the  prohibitions 
in  the  regulations  against  counseling  or 
referral  with  respect  to  abortion  imposes 
constraints  upon  a  woman’s  freedom  to 
make  reproductive  decisions.” 

Imposed  by  the  Reagan  Administration 


last  year,  the  regulations  not  only  banned 
abortion  counseling,  but  also  required 
clinics  to  give  women  “a  list  of  available 
providers  that  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
mother  and  unborn  child,”  and  to  provide  a 
“physical  separation”  between  “family 
planning”  and  abortion  services.  The 
regulations  were  never  actually  enforced, 
however,  because  they  were  immediately 
challenged  by  the  state  of  Massachusetts 
and  14  family  planning  organizations  here. 

“We’re  very  pleased  the  regulations  were 
struck  down,”  Pam  Nourse,  executive 
director  of  Mass.  Choice,  told  the  Boston 
Herald.  “This  will  ensure  that  women 
visiting  clinics  will  receive  information  that 
describes  all  options  related  to  their  repro¬ 
ductive  health,”  she  said. 

Bob  Delery,  spokesperson  for  the  anti¬ 
abortion  group  Operation  Rescue,  told  the 
Herald,  “[We]  lost  this  battle,  but  we  will 
continue  to  fight  this  war.”  Said 
Delery,  “That’s  why  the  Webster  case  is  so 
important.” 

□  Judy  Harris 

Mexico  City’s  gay 
center  bombed 

MEXICO  CITY  —  The  gay  center  in 
Mexico  City  was  recently  bombed,  according 
to  Update,  a  San  Diego  newspaper.  The 
blast  hit  the  door  and  facade  of  the  center 
and  caused  about  3  million  pesos  ($1400) 
worth  of  damage.  No  one  was  hurt  because 
the  bomb  went  off  during  the  afternoon 
siesta  when  all  businesses  close  down. 

Update  reported  that  Pedro  Preciado, 
president  of  Grupo  Orgullo  Homosexual  de 
Libercion  (GOHL),  believed  the  bombing 
came  in  response  to  his  organization’s  in¬ 
creased  advocacy  of  condom  use  by  hetero¬ 
sexuals.  Male  bisexual  behavior  is  very  com¬ 
mon  in  Mexico,  but  condom  use  is  not,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Update. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Massachusetts  gay 
rights  bill  passes 
major  hurdle 

BOSTON  —  The  gay  rights  bill  here  was 
approved  by  the  Senate  Ways  and  Means 
committee  on  May  17  by  a  10-5  vote.  The 
bill,  which  has  died  on  Beacon  Hill  for  each 
of  the  last  16  years,  now  moves  to  the  Steer¬ 
ing  and  Policy  Committee. 

Gay  rights  activists  are  pleased  by  the 
speed  with  which  the  bill,  which  has  already 
been  approved  by  the  House,  is  moving 
through  the  Senate.  David  LaFontaine  of 
the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights  said  that  the  progress  of  the  bill  is  far 
ahead  of  the  schedule  of  past  years.  “There 
is  a  tremendous  amount  of  momentum  at 
this  point,”  he  said. 

LaFontaine  attributed  the  bill’s  speedy 
progress  this  year  to  “grassroots  pressure 
from  around  the  state.”  He  said  that  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee  received  more 
than  600  letters  about  the  gay  rights  bill, 
more  than  any  other  issue  thus  far  this  year. 

Although  the  bill  is  doing  well,  it  must 
now  be  endorsed  by  the  Steering  and  Policy 
Committee  which  is  chaired  by  Sen.  William 
Keating  (D-Sharon),  who  is  not  known  for 
his  support  of  the  bill. 

The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights  will  hold  a  rally  and  lobby  day  at  the 
State  House  on  June  12,  two  days  after 
Boston  Pride.  LaFontaine  urged  support  on 
the  12th  and  said,  “People  should  feel  a 
sense  of  empowerment  because  we  have 
been  able  to  influence  the  process.” 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

It’s  time  to  tell  the 
children 

BROOKLINE,  Mass.  —  The  10th  annual 
international  conference  of  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Parents  Coalition  International  will 
be  held  here  over  the  Memorial  Day  week¬ 
end,  May  26-29. 

This  year’s  theme  is  “Building  and  Shar¬ 
ing  Our  Futures  Together.”  Emphasis  will 
be  placed  on  sharing  experiences  as  parents 
and  as  gay  and  lesbian  people.  Workshop 
topics  include  “My  Mom’s  a  lesbian,” 
“AIDS  in  the  gay  family,”  and  “It’s  time  to 
tell  the  children.” 

In  addition  to  the  scheduled  29  work¬ 


shops,  there  will  be  entertainment,  a  dance, 
and  a  harbor  cruise.  Kevin  Cathcart,  Nancy 
Polikoff,  and  Michael  Applebee  will  be  the 
keynote  speakers. 

Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  and  Gay 
Parents  of  New  Hampshire  are  co-sponsor¬ 
ing  the  conference.  For  more  information, 
call  Neal  at  (617)  782.0534,  or  John  at  (617) 
427-6383. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Gay  AA  groups  to 
meet  in  Boston 

BOSTON  —  More  than  2,000  lesbians 
and  gay  men  are  expected  to  celebrate 
recovering  from  alcohol  abuse  on  Memorial 
Day  Weekend  at  the  13th  annual  Boston 
Round-Up.  The  event,  sponsored  by  Boston 
Gay  People  in  Alcoholics  Anonymous 
(BGPAA),  includes  a  Boston  Harbor  cruise 
and  three  days  of  meetings  and  workshops 
on  different  aspects  of  recovery. 

The  Round-Up  grew  out  of  the  anniver¬ 
sary  meeting  of  the  first  openly  gay  AA 
group  in  eastern  Massachusetts,  and  is  now 
the  largest  annual  Alcoholics  Anonymous 
(AA)  event  in  New  England. 

Most  of  this  year’s  Round-Up  events  will 
take  place  at  the  Park  Plaza  Castle.  For 
more  information,  call  (617)  426-9444. 

□  Judy  Harris 

Canadian  queers 
protest  funding  for 
R.E.A.L.  Women 

OTTAWA  —  Lesbian,  feminist  and  gay 
activists  from  Toronto  and  elsewhere  joined 
forces  with  protesters  in  the  Canadian  capi¬ 
tal  to  voice  their  outrage  at  the  government’s 
grant  of  over  $21,000  to  a  homophobic, 
AIDS-phobic  coalition  of  women’s  groups 
called  R.E.A.L.  Women. 

The  Secretary  of  State’s  Women’s  Pro¬ 
gram  of  the  conservative  government  grant¬ 
ed  the  funds  to  the  group  to  hold  a  national 
conference,  according  to  GO  INFO,  a  gay 
newspaper  published  in  Ottawa. 

“R.E.A.L.  Women  certainly  has  every 
right  to  hold  national  conferences  and  to 
discuss  what  they  please,”  said  the  president 
of  Gays  of  Ottawa,  Sheila  McComb.  “But 
the  majority  of  fair  minded  people  in  this 
country  have  the  right  to  know  that  their  tax 
dollars  are  subsidizing  hateful  lies  and 
dangerous  prejudices  at  a  time  when  anti¬ 
gay  violence  is  on  the  increase.” 

GO  INFO  reported  that  in  a  recent  letter 
to  openly  gay  Canadian  Member  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  Svend  Robinson,  R.E.A.L.  Women 
stated  that  “the  death  of  a  homosexual  with 
AIDS  is  no  more  a  tragedy  than  that  of  a 
two  pack  a  day  smoker  who  dies  of  lung 
cancer.” 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Help  set  Rainbow 
agenda 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Rainbow 
Coalition  is  holding  its  annual  meeting 
Saturday,  June  10  to  set  the  group’s  “agen¬ 
da  for  the  coming  year  and  build  on  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  Rainbow.”  Everyone  interested 
in  contributing  ideas  about  program,  struc¬ 
ture  and  outreach  for  the  coalition  should 
attend. 

The  meeting,  which  will  be  wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible,  will  be  held  from  4-8  p.m.  in  the 
Roxbury  Community  College  cafeteria, 
1234  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  contact  the  Rainbow  Coalition 
office  at  (617)  424-1041. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Feeling  unusually 
affluent? 

NEW  YORK  —  Billboard  magazine 
reports  that  a  recent  study  of  buying  habits 
in  the  gay  community  has  revealed  “that 
homosexual  men  and  women  are  unusually 
affluent  and,  on  a  per  capita  basis,  buy  a 
larger  amount  of  prerecorded  music  than 
the  population  at  large.” 

The  study,  conducted  by  Simmons  Mark¬ 
et  Research  Bureau  for  the  Rivendale 
Marketing  Co.,  was  based  on  “question- 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


PAGE  2  □  MAY  21-27,  1989  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


GAY  &  LESBIAN  < 

INDEPENDENT  4 


Dave  Taylor,  Christine  Riddiough,  Tim  Mains,  and  Tom  Duane  were  panelists  at  the  forum  in  New 
York 

Electing  gay  men  and 
lesbians  to  public  office 

A  forum  in  New  York  urges  more  participation  in 
electoral  politics 


250  rally  for  drug 
treatment  on  demand 

A  diverse  coalition  of  Boston  activists  comes  together  to 
press  officials  for  more  money  for  drug  rehabilitation 
programs 


By  Andrea  Bernstein 

NEW  YORK  —  “When  lesbians  and  gays 
run  for  office,  it’s  like  a  coming  out  for  our 
entire  community,”  said  Dave  Taylor,  a  gay 
candidate  for  New  York  City  Council.  “By 
becoming  visible  in  this  way,  we  legitimize 
who  we  are.  When  people  hear  about  our 
campaigns,  I  hope  they  will  want  to  come 
out,  too.” 

Taylor  made  his  remarks  at  a  May  10th 
forum  on  “Empowerment  and  Electoral 
Politics:  Electing  Lesbians  and  Gays  to  Of¬ 
fice,”  in  New  York.  Sponsored  by  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Independent  Democrats,  an  or¬ 
ganization  of  about  500  New  York  City  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  political  activists,  the  forum 
was  held  at  the  outset  of  an  historical  elec¬ 
tion  season  in  New  York.  For  the  first  time 
ever,  two  openly  gay  men  are  running  for 
two  separate  city  council  seats. 

“People  aren’t  as  scared  as  they  used  to 
be  since  I  took  office,”  said  Barbara  Wood, 
another  speaker  at  the  forum,  who  was 
elected  to  the  Portland,  Maine  City  Council 
in  1988.  “Lesbians  and  gays  are  more  will¬ 
ing  to  stand  up  for  themselves,  and  other 
community  leaders  are  less  hesitant  to  sup¬ 
port  us,”  she  added,  noting  that  Portland’s 
police  chief  had  recently  testified  in  support 
of  a  state  lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill. 

Other  panelists  included:  Tim  Mains,  who 
holds  an  at-large  seat  on  the  Rochester  City 
Council  in  New  York;  Tom  Duane,  who  is 
running  for  the  New  York  City  Council;  and 
Christine  Riddiough,  Executive  Director  of 
the  Washington,  D.C. -based  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Democrats  of  America,  which  supports 
lesbian  and  gay  candidates  around  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  works  to  get  lesbian  and  gay  issues 
on  the  agenda  of  the  Democratic  Party. 

There  are  more  than  34  lesbian  and  gay 
elected  officials  in  the  U.S.,  according  to 
Riddiough.  There  were  only  fourteen  when 
Tim  Mains  was  elected  in  1985,  and  only  one 
in  1974.  “Prior  to  that,  we  have  no  record  of 
openly  lesbian  or  gay  electeds,”  said  Rid- 

Stan  McCray 
AIDS 

BOSTON  —  Stan  McCray,  Art  Director 
of  Boston  Magazine ,  died  of  AIDS  in  his 
home  Thursday,  May  1 1 .  At  his  side  were  his 
companion,  Jay  Blake,  his  family  and 
friends. 

A  six  year  resident  of  the  South  End,  Stan 
was  born  in  Bartlesville,  Oklahoma,  and 
raised  in  Tulsa.  He  earned  his  degree  in 
graphic  design  from  Oklahoma  University 
in  1976  and  then  moved  to  Dallas,  where  he 
worked  as  a  freelance  art  director  and  il¬ 
lustrator  for  The  Dallas  Morning  News  Sun¬ 
day  Magazine.  He  moved  to  Boston  in  1983 
to  work  for  Boston  Magazine. 


diough,  who  also  noted  that  there  are  cur¬ 
rently  more  than  a  hundred  lesbian  and  gay 
officials  in  the  Democratic  and  Republican 
Parties. 

“Being  here  tonight  fills  me  with  pride,” 
said  Taylor.  “Our  community  has  really 
come  of  age  in  terms  of  running  candidates. 
It’s  a  sign  of  the  health  of  our  community  in 
New  York  City,  for  example,  that  we  can 
put  together  two  strong,  viable  council  cam¬ 
paigns  at  once.” 

The  strength  of  these  campaigns  in  a  large 
part  hinges  on  the  “well-roundedness”  of 
the  two  candidates,  both  of  whom  are  com¬ 
munity  activists  as  well  as  gay  rights  ac¬ 
tivists.  Duane,  a  former  Democratic  Party 
district  leader,  is  very  involved  with  his  com¬ 
munity  board.  He  has  actively  worked  on 
issues  ranging  from  problems  faced  by 
police  officers  and  firefighters  to  parks, 
community  development  and  tenants’ 
rights.  Taylor,  a  vocational  counselor  for  a 
substance  abuse  program,  is  a  leader  in  the 
anti-overdevelopment  movement  and  has  an 
impressive  resume  that  includes  work  in 
health  care,  housing  rights,  mass  transit, 
and  feminist  and  civil  rights  issues. 

“Being  openly  gay  doesn’t  make  or  break 
a  campaign,”  Riddiough  emphasized.  “It 
doesn’t  mean  you  can’t  win,  and  it  doesn’t 
mean  you  can.”  Councilor  Wood  added, 
“For  any  minority  to  win  a  seat,  other  peo¬ 
ple  have  to  vote  for  them,  so  in  my  cam¬ 
paign,  we  built  bridges  all  over  the  place.  I 
didn’t  run  on  a  lesbian  platform.  There  is  no 
gay  way  to  pick  up  the  garbage.  There  is  no 
lesbian  solution  to  the  pothole  problem.” 

Fighting  off  press  attempts  to  pigeonhole 
him  as  the  “gay  candidate”  was  a  major 
focus  of  Councilor  Mains’  1985  campaign. 
“I  used  to  answer  all  of  their  questions 
about  being  gay  with  ‘Yes,  and...,’  ”  Mains 
said,  “Yes,  I’m  gay,  and  here’s  what  I  think 
about  police  community  relations,  or  here’s 

Continued  on  page  6 

dies  of 


Services  were  held  Monday,  May  15  at  the 
Arlington  Street  Church.  Rev.  Farley 
Wheelwright  presided  over  the  ceremony 
with  a  celebration  of  Stan’s  life.  Burial  in 
Tulsa  took  place  Tuesday,  May  16. 

Donations  in  memory  of  Stan  McCray 
may  be  made  to:  New  England  Deaconess 
Hospital,  AIDS  Research  Fund,  1 10  Francis 
Street,  #4A,  Boston,  MA  02215,  Attn.  Dr. 
Groopman. 

McCray’s  family  and  friends  also  urge 
participation  in  the  AIDS  Walk  to  benefit 
the  AIDS  care  and  research  programs  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee.  □ 


By  Judy  Harris 

BOSTON  —  More  than  250  people 
marched  from  Roxbury  to  the  Statehouse 
May  17  to  rally  for  federal,  state,  and  city 
government  funding  for  drug  rehabilitation 
programs.  The  march  and  rally  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Treatment  On  Demand  Coali¬ 
tion  —  a  group  of  40  organizations 
statewide,  including  substance  abuse  pro¬ 
grams,  Black  churches,  AIDS  service 
organizations,  and  AIDS  activists. 

Statistics  recently  released  from  the 
state’s  Department  of  Public  Health  (DPH) 
reveal  that  Massachusetts  is  a  far  cry  from 
meeting  Governor  Michael  Dukakis’  often- 
touted  goal  of  “treatment  on  demand”  by 
1990  for  drug  addicts.  According  to  DPH 
records,  only  one-tenth  of  the  state’s 
estimated  40,000  IV  drug  addicts  are  in 
recovery  programs,  despite  Dukakis’  recent 
claim  that  nearly  half  are  receiving  treat¬ 
ment. 

Moses  Saunders,  project  director  of  the 
Treatment  on  Demand  Coalition  and  pro¬ 
ject  coordinator  of  HIV  Support  Services  at 
Dimock  Community  Health  Center,  add¬ 
ressed  the  crowd  before  they  began  their 
three  mile  march  from  the  Church  of  the 
United  Community.  “We  demand  that  ad¬ 
diction  be  recognized  as  a  treatable 
disease,”  said  Saunders.  “We  demand  that 
federal,  state,  and  city  government  commit 
resources  so  that  every  addict  who  wants 
treatment  to  stop  drug  use  will  be  able  to 
have  it.  We  demand  that... health  and 
human  service  agencies  respond  to  the  needs 
of  drug  addicts  for  health  care,  housing, 
social  services,  job  training,  and  other  sup¬ 
port.” 

Saunders  continued,  “They  [politicians] 
look  at  us  and  say,  ‘Yes,  we  want  treatment 
on  demand. ...[but]  we  don’t  have  the 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

WASHINGTON  —  In  February  of  1988 
an  investigation  of  female  marines 
suspected  of  being  lesbians  at  the  Parris 
Island,  S.C.  training  base,  led  to  the 
discharge  or  imprisonment  of  at  least  25 
women  drill  instructors.  Although  it  was  not 
the  first  time  the  Marines,  or  any  branch  of 
the  armed  services,  conducted  a  purge  of 
suspected  lesbians,  the  Parris  Island  “witch¬ 
hunt”  grabbed  the  attention  of  lesbian/gay 
and  civil  rights  activists,  as  well  as  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  media. 

The  vicious  investigations  and  purges  of 
lesbians  by  the  Marine  Corps  in  Parris 
Island,  and  later  that  year  by  the  Navy  on 
the  Norfolk,  Virginia-based  destroyer 
Yellowstone,  led  to  louder  voices  of  protest 
among  lesbian  and  gay  rights  activists  and 
an  increased  urgency  among  advocates  to 
mount  an  offensive  against  the  military’s  ag¬ 
gressive  anti-gay/lesbian  policy.  By 
November  of  1988  a  coalition  of  groups  in 
Washington,  D.C.  had  put  together  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Military  Freedom  Project  “to 
advance  and  defend  the  rights  of  all 
Americans  to  serve  in  the  U.S.  Armed 
Forces  without  fear  of  harassment,  reprisals 
or  discharge  because  of  their  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.” 

“We  came  together  around  the  issues  of 
witch-hunting  and  sexual  harassment,”  said 
Vicky  Almquist,  director  of  the  Women  and 
the  Military  Project  of  the  Women’s  Equity 
Action  League  (WEAL),  one  of  the  groups 
participating  in  the  Freedom  Project.  The 
other  founding  groups  included  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF),  the  Lesbian  Rights  Project  of  the 
National  Organization  for  Women  (NOW), 
and  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 


money.’  Our  last  demand  is  for  the  money,” 
Saunders  emphasized.  “We  demand  that 
the  state  earmark  revenue  generated  from 
an  alcohol  and  cigarette  tax  to  fund  a  whole 
spectrum  of  drug  treatments. ]” 

At  every  demand  Saunders  put  forth,  the 
gathering  of  Black,  Latino,  white,  lesbian,  gay, 
and  straight  people  —  an  uncommonly  diverse 
coalition  for  Boston  —  voiced  their  approval. 
Saunders  later  told  GCN,  “We’ve  found 
something  we  can  all  come  together  on.” 

However,  Saunders  acknowledged  that 
despite  agreement  on  the  need  for  increased 
substance  abuse  recovery  funding,  there  is 
serious  tension  between  coalition  members 
with  regard  to  the  issue  of  needle  exchange 
programs  and  clean  needles  and  bleach  dis¬ 
tribution.  State  legislation  has  been  propos¬ 
ed  that  would  permit  the  non-prescription 
sale  of  “works”  —  syringes  and  hypodermic 
needles.  Another  program  suggestion  has 
been  put  forth  that  would  enable  IV  drug 
users  to  exchange  used  works  for  clean  ones. 
Those  in  favor  of  increasing  the  availability 
of  clean  needles  say  it  will  reduce  the  rate  of 
HIV  transmission  among  IV  drug  users. 
Those  opposed  decry  that  approach,  saying 
it  perpetuates  the  Commonwealth’s  failure 
to  provide  adequate  resources  for  addicts 
seeking  treatment.  Often,  though  certainly 
not  always,  the  line  of  opposition  is  drawn 
between  IV  drug  treatment  workers  in  com¬ 
munities  of  color  and  AIDS  activists,  whose 
support  base  is  largely  white  gay  men  and 
lesbians. 

Saunders,  who  is  opposed  to  needle  distri¬ 
bution  programs,  told  the  crowd,  “I  want  to 
remind  you  what  we’re  here  for.  We’re  not 
talking  about  needle  exchange,  needle 
distribution  laws.  We’re  not  talking  about 
Continued  on  page  10 


(ACLU).  Later,  the  San  Diego-based 
Military  Law  Task  Force  of  the  National 
Lawyers  Guild  joined  the  coalition.  The 
groups  had  varying  backgrounds  in  military 
rights  and  lesbian  and  gay  rights  advocacy, 
and  different  strategic  perspectives.  But  in 
establishing  goals  for  the  Freedom  Project, 
their  shared  aim  was  to  ultimately  overturn 
the  1981  Department  of  Defense  (DOD) 
policy  that  bans  gay  people  from  the 
military. 

According  to  Diann  Rust-Tierney  of  the 
ACLU,  the  Freedom  Project’s  initial  focus 
was  to  expose  and  respond  to  the  increasing 
number  of  investigations  by  the  military. 
Particular  attention  was  focused  on  the 
disproportionate  numbers  of  women  — 
especially  women  of  color  —  who  were  be¬ 
ing  discharged  for  lesbianism.  Investigation 
into  the  witch-hunts  revealed  that  of  the  bet¬ 
ween  1000-2000  people  annually  discharged 
for  homosexual  conduct,  women  have  been 
discharged  at  a  rate  almost  10  times  that  of 
men  since  1983.  A  Freedom  Project  briefing 
paper  states:  “Military  investigators  follow 
women  off  base,  open  letters  from  secured 
mailboxes,  and  leak  news  of  the  investiga¬ 
tion  to  colleagues.  Interrogators  attempt  to 
force  confessions,  present  written 
statements  of  guilt  ready  to  be  signed  by  the 
women,  and  threaten  loss  of  custody  or 
family  estrangement  if  women  will  not  com¬ 
ply.” 

Vowing  to  fight  the  military’s  policy 
through  congressional  lobbying,  litigation, 
and  by  providing  information  and  support 
to  service  members  directly,  the  Freedom 
Project  launched  its  first  major  assault  on 
the  anti-gay  policy  by  “taking  the  revolu- 
Continued  on  page  6 


Freedom  project  attacks 
homophobia  in  the 
military 

Increased  persecution  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the 
armed  services  sparks  a  broad-based  coalition 
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Join  the  GCN  Challenge! 


With  the  support  of  our  readers,  GCN  is  on  its  way 
to  meeting  its  $50,000  fundraising  goal. 

Dollar  for  dollar,  every  donation  received  by  May 
31  will  be  matched  by  a  small  group  of  anonymous 
donors,  until  we  reach  the  grand  total  of  $50,000.  So 
far,  our  readers  have  contibuted  $15,909.83,  which  is 
worth  $31,819.66  to  GCN  because  of  our  matching 
challenge. 

With  a  new  infusion  of  cash,  GCN  hopes  to  bring 
more  pages  of  a  better  GCN  to  more  readers  in  more 
cities  and  towns  across  the  United  States,  primarily 
through  a  major  promotional  subscription  campaign. 

Now  more  than  ever  is  the  time  to  contribute  to 
GC7V.  Please  send  your  donations  to  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116.  Checks  made  out 
to  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation  or  GCN 
are  tax  deductible. 


“Community  Voices"  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out" 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out"  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Reach  out  to  men  in  abusive 
relationships 

Dear  GCN: 

Our  thanks  are  sent  to  Jay  Reed  and  GCN 
for  the  recent  article  on  gay  male  domestic 
violence  \GCN,  April  16-22].  As  Jay  pre¬ 
sented  so  well,  our  community  is  only  begin¬ 
ning  to  look  at  the  real  and  prevalent  occur¬ 
rences  of  violence  within  our  relationships. 
Bringing  the  issue  to  our  attention  in  a 
public  forum  is  a  valuable  and  necessary 
step  in  creating  needed  services. 

Reaching  out  to  men  in  abusive  relation¬ 
ships  can  be  very  unpopular  work.  It  is  dif¬ 
ficult  for  us  as  a  community  to  rally  around 
an  issue  that  touches  such  scary  and  dis¬ 
heartening  chords.  Some  would  choose  to 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  calls  for  help  coming 
from  both  survivors  and  batterers.  Our  plate 
is  full,  the  argument  goes,  with  issues  like 
the  epidemic,  chemical  dependency,  homo¬ 
phobia.  etc. 

Violence  in  gay  male  relationships  is  not 
so  easily  separated  from  these  other  crucial 
issues.  HIV  infection  places  incredible  stres¬ 
ses  on  people  and  couples.  Emotions  of  all 
sorts  run  on  full  tilt  often  for  long  periods  of 
time,  some  ending  in  violence.  Alcohol  and 
drug  use  both  limits  clear  thinking  and 
greases  the  skids  which  might  otherwise  pre¬ 
vent  someone  from  acting  abusively.  As 
well,  we  cannot  divorce  a  batterer’s  abusive 
behavior  from  the  abuse  he  has  received  at 
the  hands  of  the  dominant  culture.  Clearly 
there  are  no  excuses  for  acting  abusively. 


but  the  violence  does  not  happen  in  a  vac¬ 
uum. 

Mental  health  workers  and  others  who 
provide  services  for  men  in  other  areas  are 
already  seeing  men  in  abusive  relationships. 
It  is  our  silence  and  denial  which  prevents  us 
from  naming  the  violence.  We  need  to  listen 
for  even  scant  references  to  abusiveness  or 
violence.  Begin  to  ask  specific  questions 
about  abuse;  say  the  words. 

It’s  time  to  respond  to  gay  male  domestic 
violence.  Our  community  has  learned  a  lot 
about  healing  ourselves  in  the  last  decade. 
The  strength  and  compassion  we’ve  shared 
with  each  other  is  inspiring.  There’s  no 
reason  to  stop  now.  Let’s  continue  to  speak 
out  in  favor  of  healing  the  hurt  of  relation¬ 
ship  violence. 

For  Men  Overcoming  Violence, 
_  Jim  Shattuck 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

‘Believe  me:  incest  was  not 
erotic’ 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  your  review  of 
Pat  Califia’s  new  book  Macho  Sluts  [GCN, 
March  12-18,  1989].  I,  unlike  Wickie 
Stamps,  found  this  book  incredibly  offen¬ 
sive  and  worrisome.  I  am  a  womyn  who  has 
done  S/M  for  a  long  time.  I  love  sex.  I  am 
not  pro-censorship.  But  I  want,  in  the  spirit 
of  open  discussion,  to  criticize  the  eroticiza- 
tion  of  such  subjects  as  incest.  The  incest 
story  in  Pat’s  book  turned  my  stomach.  I  am 
a  survivor  of  incest  and  believe  me  it  was  not 
an  erotic  thing  to  go  through.  In  fact,  it  was 
a  trauma.  You  may  reply  that  this  is  just  fan¬ 
tasy,  not  real  life,  and  so  it  should  not  be 
taken  seriously.  I’ve  heard  this  argument 
before  and  I’m  not  telling  you  not  to  write  it 
or  even  read  it  but  I  am  saying  that  it  made 
me  sick.  It  also  made  me  wonder  about  why 
grown  womyn  think  of  children  in  sexual 
terms.  A  powerless  child  is  no  turn  on  for 
me.  I’d  rather  take  on  a  strong  womyn. 

I  believe  that  in  the  face  of  what  has  been 
unfair  and  unjust  persecution,  the  lesbian 
S/M  community  has  refused  to  let  itself  be 
criticized  at  all.  Books  like  the  incredibly 
racist  NightHawk  by  Artemis  Oakgrove 
have  been  praised  (not  in  GCN)  for  their 
erotic  value  while  their  social  context  have 
been  ignored.  Racism  is  racism  even  in  fan¬ 
tasy  and  who  wants  that  sort  of  old  tired 
bullshit  in  their  beds  with  them  as  they 
masturbate?  A  white  womyn  beating  the 
shit  out  of  her  black  lover  as  her  white  lover 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


‘Would  you  like  to  be 
attacked  by  one  lion  or 
500  mice?’ 


lives  like  a  queen  is  Gone  with  the  Wind- 
type  bullshit.  The  Throne  Trilogy  by 
Oakgroave  is  a  prime  example  of  this  genre. 
It  is  racist,  and  you  may  want  to  ignore  this 
fact  but  I  can’t.  Likewise,  a  womyn  in  Nazi 
regalia  beating  on  a  Jewish  womyn  is  anti- 
Semitism  and  I’ve  seen  girls  do  it.  You  may 
say  that  the  Jewish  womyn  is  working 
through  some  issues  that  way.  Although  I’m 
concerned  for  the  Jewish  womyn,  that  is  not 
my  focus  for  the  purposes  of  this  letter.  I  am 
concerned  with  the  womyn  in  the  Nazi  uni¬ 
form.  What  in  heaven’s  name  is  she  working 
through?  Why  would  someone  want  to  dress 
as  a  Nazi  and  beat  on  a  Jewish  womyn?  Why 
would  a  white  womyn  want  to  re-enact  a 
Southern  plantation  slave  scene  with  a  black 
womyn?  The  motivation  I’m  questioning 
here  is  that  of  a  top  who  finds  Nazism 
erotic.  It  doesn’t  make  sense  to  me  except  to 
call  it  anti-Semitic.  I  don’t  want  anti- 
Semitism  in  my  bedroom.  I  don’t  want 
racism  in  erotic  magazines.  I  don’t  want 
child  sex  abuse  in  books.  It  frankly  doesn’t 
make  me  hot  or  wet.  It  just  disgusts  and  in¬ 
furiates  me. 

Another  thing  that  disturbs  me  about 
these  books  is  the  abuse  of  alcohol  and 
drugs  in  them.  This  is  clearly  an  unsafe  S/M 
practice.  Drugs  dull  the  senses  and  fog  the 
mind.  Both  the  top  and  the  bottom  need  to 
be  clear-headed  in  a  scene  to  avoid  true  in¬ 
jury.  Califia  uses  poppers  as  well  as  booze 
and  drugs  in  her  story  “The  Calyx  of  Isis.” 
It  is  more  than  possible  to  fist  fuck  someone 
in  the  ass  without  drugs.  I  know  this  from 
personal  experience.  Oakgrove’s  erotic 
protagonist  in  The  Throne  Trilogy  is  an  al¬ 
coholic  and  is  seriously  ill.  Why  do  drugs 
and  alcoholism  have  to  be  portrayed  as  part 
of  the  erotic  S/M  scene? 

I  think  that  sexuality  plays  a  deep  part  in 
the  make-up  of  who  I  am.  That  is  why  I 
claimed  both  my  lesbianism  and  my  maso¬ 
chism  so  early  in  my  life.  Because  it  is  such  a 
powerful  thing  for  me,  I  want  it  to  be  life- 
affirming.  Racism,  anti-Semitism,  child 
molestation  and  alcoholism  are  about 
death.  That,  in  a  nutshell,  is  why  I  so  dislik¬ 
ed  both  Califia’s  and  Oakgrove’s  books.  We 
can  do  better,  as  shown  by  Joan  Nestle’s 
book  A  Restricted  Country.  Joan  writes  of 
such  things  as  role-playing,  pain  and  pleas¬ 
ure,  the  sexuality  of  fat  womyn  and  sex  in 
general  in  a  way  that  is  respectful,  hot  and 
truly  erotic.  So  think  about  all  this  before 
you  cry  censorship.  I  think  all  this  warrants 
thought  and  not  a  reactionary  “Oh,  she’s 
uptight  about  sex  or  trying  to  be  P.C.”  It’s 
another  S/M  dyke’s  opinion,  one  who  has 
been  both  a  top  and  a  bottom  and  under¬ 
stands  the  eroticism  of  pain  and  power.  I’m 
tired  of  wasting  money  on  porn  I  can  barely 
stand  to  read. 

Sincerely, 
Susan  Finkelstein 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

I  want  to  see  my  son 

Dear  GCN: 

First  I  want  to  say  thanks  for  all  the  sup¬ 
port  you  give  to  us  in  these  places.  It  seems 
to  me  that  there  are  very  few  people  that  will 
even  take  the  time  to  think  about  the  ‘in¬ 
mate  nation’,  and  because  of  that  it’s  very 
hard  for  us  to  reach  out  and  let  people  know 
what  happens  behind  these  walls. 

I’m  a  22-year-old  bisexual  male  who  has 
been  imprisoned  for  four  years.  While  here 
I’ve  received  my  high  school  diploma  and  a 
certificate  in  small  engines  as  a  trade,  and 
have  written  a  book  of  over  150 
poems/songs.  The  way  I  see  it,  if  you  want 
to  be  ‘rehabilitated’  you  have  to  do  it 
yourself  because  there  is  no  help  coming 
from  the  prisons.  I’m  serving  a  sentence  for 
a  crime  I  can’t  remember  due  to  drugs,  and 
because  I  don’t  remember  it  I  feel  I’m  inno¬ 
cent.  However  I’ve  never  given  up  and  hope 
to  be  going  back  to  court  soon.  What  I’m 
trying  to  do  here  is  give  others  hope  to  go  on 
and  accomplish  what  they  can  while  in¬ 
carcerated. 

1  wonder  if  there  is  anyone  out  there  that 
could  help  me  with  a  very  serious  problem?  I 
have  a  Son  out  there  and  my  Ex  won’t  allow 
me  to  see  him,  so  if  there’s  anyone  that 
knows  how  I  could  go  about  getting  rights  to 
see  him  even  though  I’m  locked  up,  I’d  real¬ 
ly  appreciate  the  help. 

Again,  I  want  to  say  thanks  GCN  from  all 
of  us  on  the  inside. 

Charles  Street 
854769 
Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46360 


I  hurt ! 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  you  about  a  very  personal 
problem  on  the  off  chance  that  you  might  be 
able  to  help  me. 

I  have  three  problems  as  I  see  it:  one,  I  am 
bisexual;  two,  I  am  in  prison;  and  three,  I 
have  fallen  in  love  with  my  best  friend  who  is 
straight  —  rigidly  so. 

My  bisexuality  has  always  been  a  thorn  in 
my  side  because  I  have  never  fully  accepted 
my  homosexuality.  I  would  rather  be  ‘total¬ 
ly  straight’  or  ‘totally  gay.’  Living  in  be¬ 
tween  is  killing  me.  I  am  in  my  forties  and 
have  battled  this  demon  for  years. 

Secondly,  being  in  prison  has  forced  me 
to  change  my  life-style  considerably.  While  I 
am  here  I  am  totally  straight.  To  be 
homosexual  in  prison  requires  commitments 
I  am  not  ready  to  make,  so  1  deny  myself  the 
best  of  both  worlds.  I  was  able  to  handle  this 
quite  well  until  something  happened  to  me. 
This  something  is  my  friend. 

I  first  met  him  upon  my  reception  to 
prison.  He  had  already  been  here  several 
years.  I  was  not  in  good  physical  shape  then 
and  he  took  it  upon  himself  to  look  out  after 
me.  This  in  itself  might  seem  amazing,  see¬ 
ing  that  I  am  very  large.  But  I  am  just  not  a 
physical  person  and  never  have  been. 

He,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  very  physical 
person.  He  is  into  martial  arts,  boxing,  long 
distance  running  and  anything  else  that  is 
one-on-one. 

My  problem  is  that  I  have  fallen  deeply  in 
love  with  him.  It  burns  on  the  inside  of  me 
when  I  am  near  him.  I  hurt! 

No,  I  have  never  told  him  any  of  this.  As  I 
said,  he  is  totally  straight.  And  I  have  heard 
many  comments  he  has  made  about  ‘prison 
queens’  in  the  past. 

Can  you  help  me?  What  should  I  do?  I 
can’t  go  on  like  this.  Something  has  to  give 
and  I’m  afraid  it  will  be  my  nerves.  Yet  I 
don’t  want  to  lose  him  as  a  fritnd  either.  Are 
there  other  people  like  me  who  I  can  write?  I 
do  enjoy  letter  writing.  This  might  be  the 
outlet  I  need. 

I  thank  you  for  any  help  you  can  give. 

Name  withheld.  Interested  people  may  write 
‘In-between’  c/o  GCN. 

Whose  deaths  are  important? 

Dear  GCN: 

“Gay  Community  News"  is  not  living  up 
to  its  name.  While  it’s  filling  more  pages 
each  month  with  more  and  more  tributes  to 
Joseph  Beam  (always  including  oversized 
photos),  you’re  not  covering  present  news 
events. 

Many  readers  of  GCN  have  lost  (and  are 
now  losing)  friends  and  lovers  to  AIDS.  It’s 
terrible  when  anyone  dies  and  Mr.  Beam  is 
no  exception.  But  GCN1  s  excessive  and 
gushy  tributes  continue  with  no  end  in  sight. 
This  is  starting  to  border  on  an  arrogant 
assumption  that  Mr.  Beam’s  existence  was 
more  important  than  our  own  friends  and 
lovers  who  also  died. 

In  January,  Luis  Velasques  was  murdered 
by  gaybashers.  GCN  did  run  a  story,  stating 
the  police  declared  it  robbery-motivated. 
GCN  took  that  at  face  value  and  never 
followed  the  story.  Yet  a  few  weeks  later, 
another  gay  man  was  attacked  in  the  same 
area  at  the  same  time  of  night.  That  man  is 
pressing  charges.  Three  of  the  teenagers 
were  tried  as  juveniles  on  May  1 .  Why  didn’t 
GCN  cover  the  story,  especially  when  these 
might  be  gaybashers  who  might  have  al¬ 
ready  murdered  someone? 

I’ve  had  to  do  my  own  detective  work  to 
follow  this  case.  GCN  has  supplied  no  infor¬ 
mation  about  these  trials.  The  two  other 
teens  in  the  case  will  be  tried  on  June  28  in 
Roxbury.  Will  GCN  consider  this  important 
enough  to  cover?  Maybe  the  staff  will  be  too 
busy  preparing  more  poems  about  Mr. 
Beam. 

Luis  Velasques,  and  the  man  now  press¬ 
ing  charges,  were  never  personal  friends  of 
the  GCN  staff.  Perhaps  if  they  were,  as  was 
Mr.  Beam,  the  story  would  be  covered. 

“ Gay  Community  News”  is  not  a 
newspaper  for  the  gay  community.  It’s  only 
a  semi-serious,  semi-frivolous  attempt  at 
news  —  really  aimed  at  a  few  select  “politi¬ 
cally  correct”  friends  of  the  staff  members. 

Stephen  Kyle 
Boston,  Mass. 


By  the  members  of  the  Black  Triangle  Affini¬ 
ty  Group  (Boston) 

Dear  Friends: 

We  are  writing  this  open  letter  to  the  les¬ 
bian  community,  including  those  lesbians 
organizing  the  national  lesbian  conference 
for  1990.  We  are  a  small,  anarchist  group  of 
radical  lesbian  feminists  doing  educa¬ 
tion/direct  action  at  a  grassroots  level.  Most 
of  us  are  white  and  middle-class. 

We  have  three  key  areas  of  concern 
around  the  upcoming  national  lesbian  con¬ 
ference.  We  are  not  raising  these  issues  to  at¬ 
tack  conference  organizers,  but  rather  to 
open  up  a  discussion  so  that  more  of  us  can 
talk  about  how  we  do  our  politics.  The  three 
issues  are: 

1.  the  resources  and  energy  of  our  com¬ 
munity; 

2.  how  to  gather  a  truly  representative 
group  of  lesbians; 

3.  grassroots  versus  centralized  politics. 

First,  in  terms  of  resources  and  energy,  we 

know  that  thousands  of  lesbian  dollars  are 
going  into  this  national  conference.  Also, 
lesbian  activists  are  giving  an  incredible 
amount  of  energy  and  time  to  this  con¬ 
ference.  This  is  an  important  point.  Is  this 
an  appropriate  way  for  lesbian  activists  to 
focus  their  energy  for  the  next  year?  What 
will  happen  to  other  projects  currently  being 
done  in  the  community?  Could  our  money 
be  better  spent?  What  priority  does 
grassroots  work  have  for  us? 

The  second  question,  concerning  which 
lesbians  will  be  at  the  conference,  raises  two 
key  issues.  First,  conference  organizers  want 
this  event  to  attract  all  lesbians,  even  those 
who  don’t  call  themselves  lesbian  (?).  In 
pursuit  of  this,  has  feminsm  been  disregard¬ 
ed  as  a  central  organizing  principle?  Is  this 
appropriate?  Second,  the  idea  and  initial 
impetus  for  this  came  from  two  white 
women,  and  was  first  called  the  Lesbian 
Agenda  —  i.e.  singular  form  —  Conference. 
Out  of  this  come  several  questions.  Can  a 
conference  begun  by  two  white  women  with 
women  of  color  added  in  (sounds  familiar) 
do  justice  to  the  issues  of  women  of  color? 
How  could  anyone  speak  of  one  lesbian 
agenda,  when  we  are  a  diverse  group  with 
many  agendas? 

Now  that  the  planning  is  underway  for  the 
conference,  we  know  there  is  a  one-third 
quota  for  lesbians  of  color.  This  is  definitely 
better  than  leaving  it  to  “chance,”  which 
means  participants  will  be  predominantly 
white  but  no  one  will  be  able  to  explain  how 
that  happened.  On  the  other  hand,  a  quota 
implies  certain  things.  It  implies  we  have  to 
limit  the  number  of  people  of  color  in  case 
of  “white  flight.”  It  implies  lesbians  of  col¬ 
or  may  be  reduced  to  tokens.  It  implies  a 
liberal  political  bent  which  focuses  on  “in¬ 
clusion”  rather  than  a  radical  political  bent 
which  focuses  on  coalition  politics.  We  are 
not  raising  these  questions  to  criticize  les¬ 
bians  of  color  participating  in  the  con¬ 
ference,  but  to  critique  the  quota  system. 

Third,  we  raise  the  question  of  grassroots 
politics  versus  centralized  politics.  Our 
group  favors  grassroots  work  at  the  com¬ 
munity  level.  We  fear  centralization  for 
many  reasons.  It  hinders  the  possibility  of 
true  coalition  politics.  It  takes  us  out  of  our 
communities  and  away  from  our  people.  It 
is  an  easy  target  for  our  oppressors;  it  is 
clear  that  those  who  maintain  this  “demo¬ 
cratic”  system  would  rather  deal  with  one 
large,  easily-identifiable  group  than  with 
many  small,  leader-less  groups  around  the 
country. 

What  is  also  worrisome  about  this  partic¬ 
ular  conference  is  the  possibility  of  a  na¬ 
tional  lesbian  organization  forming  after¬ 
ward,  which  has  been  discussed  by  confer¬ 
ence  organizers.  We  are  unequivocally  op¬ 
posed  to  a  national  organization.  We  are  not 
opposed  to  a  national  network  of  lesbian 
resources,  and  we  are  pleased  that  a  loose 
network  already  exists  through,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  our  publications.  If  some  people  believe 
more  than  this  is  necessary,  perhaps  they 
could  publish  a  yearly  directory  instead  of 
forming  a  national  organization.  A  national 
organization  raises  our  suspicion,  not  only 


in  terms  of  all  the  questions  raised  in  the 
paragraph  above  but  in  terms  of:  How  much 
lesbian  energy  and  money  will  this  take? 
Would  it  be  a  good  use  of  lesbian  energy  and 
money?  Are  certain  people  looking  for 
jobs?  How  many  national  organizations  do 
we  know  of  that  are  engaged  in  anything 
other  than  reformist,  lobbyist,  liberal 
politics? 

We  are  committed  to  decentralization, 
and  to  activism.  Politics  lived  out  in  our 
home  communities  feel  more  ethical  and 
more  workable  to  us.  We  agree  with  Flor¬ 
ence  Kennedy’s  comment  in  Born  in  Flames. 
Someone  laments  the  lack  of  unity  in  the 
women’s  movement,  and  Kennedy  says  lack 
of  unity  is  a  great  thing,  adding,  “Would 
you  rather  be  attacked  by  one  lion  or  by  500 
mice?” 

In  closing,  we  want  to  clarify  again  our 
purpose  in  writing  this  letter.  It  is  to  open  up 
dialogue  in  the  lesbian  community  around 
questions  of  resources  and  energy,  honoring 
the  diversity  of  different  groups  of  lesbians, 
and  issues  of  centralization  vs.  grassroots 
politics.  We  ask  these  questions  around  a 
specific  national  conference  in  hopes  that 
participants/organizers  for  that  event  will 
take  them  seriously.  We  are  also  aware  that 
these  questions  concern  all  of  us  in  our 
political  work. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  Speaking  Out 
are  those  of  the  author(s)  and  are  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  mem¬ 
bership. 


GCN  Job  Openings 

Art  Director 
Coordinating  Editor 

Art  Director:  Available  late-June.  Main¬ 
tain  overall  design  of  the  paper  and  oversee 
the  layout  and  proofreading  functions  on  pro¬ 
duction  night.  Design  centerspread  and  cover 
graphics  (or  assign  to  volunteer  artists),  week¬ 
ly  display  advertisements,  as  well  as  promo¬ 
tional  materials,  pamphlets,  etc.  Oversee 
calendar  coordination. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design 
skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specification, 
paste-up,  knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  pro¬ 
duction  and  printing  techniques,  and  previous 
related  experience  preferred,  but  training  is 
available. 

Deadline  for  application:  May  23. 

Coordinating  Editor:  Available  mid-July. 
Provide  overall  coordination  and  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  financial,  administrative,  and  public 
relations  aspects  of  GCN.  Edit  and  layout  the 
"Community  Voices”  section  of  the  news¬ 
paper.  Develop  yearly  budgets,  financial 
strategies,  and  fundraising  projects.  Coor¬ 
dinate  the  GCN  membership,  including  staff, 
Board  members,  and  volunteers. 

Qualifications:  Strong  editing,  ad¬ 
ministrative  and  financial  skills  and  experience; 
production  experience  and  experience  with 
non-profit  administration  helpful;  strong  in¬ 
terpersonal  and  group  meeting  skills  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  June  9. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  the  collective  decision-making 
process. 

Salary/benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs, 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion. 

To  apply  for  these  positions,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to  GCN  job  Search 
Committee,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 
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Military 
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tion  to  the  belly  of  the  beast,”  according  to 
NGLTF’s  Sue  Hyde.  The  group  targeted  the 
spring  meeting  of  the  Defense  Advisory 
Committee  on  Women  in  the  Service 
(DACOWITS),  a  35-member  DOD  panel 
made  up  largely  of  Reagan  appointees. 
Founded  in  1951,  DACOWITS  advises 
DOD  on  the  recruitment  and  retention  of 
women  in  the  service. 

The  Freedom  Project  brought  together 
four  current  or  former  military  women  to 
testify  at  the  DACOWITS  meeting  about 
their  experiences  of  lesbian  baiting  and 
discrimination  in  the  military.  The  strategy 
of  the  Freedom  Project  was  to  argue  that 
lesbian  baiting  is  in  fact  a  form  of  sexual 
harassment,  an  issue  that  DACOWITS  had 
previously  identified  as  a  serious  problem 
facing  women  in  the  military.  (The  same 
1986  report  that  identified  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  as  a  major  obstacle,  however,  also 
cited  lesbianism  as  one  of  the  three  worst 
“problems”  facing  military  women.) 

Darlene  Chamberlin,  Mary  Elizabeth 
Harrison,  Ellen  Nesbitt  and  Judy  Meade 
each  gave  presentations  at  the  April  19 
DACOWITS  conference  in  Alexandria, 
Virginia.  Chamberlin,  an  Air  Force  veteran, 
recounted  receiving  a  less  than  honorable 
discharge  after  she  was  investigated  for 
homosexuality  in  1982. 

Harrison,  an  enlisted  woman  for  eight 
years  in  the  Navy  and  currently  under  in¬ 
vestigation,  told  the  panel  “The  harassment 
of  military  women  by  labelling  them  ‘les¬ 
bian,’  ‘dyke,’  and  ‘queer’  is  not  just  a  gay 
issue.  It  affects  all  women  in  uniform  and  is 
less  an  issue  of  sexual  orientation  than  of 
gender.” 

Nesbitt,  a  National  Guard  officer 
discharged  for  acknowledging  she  is  a  les¬ 
bian  in  a  security  clearance  interview  in 
1985,  specifically  attacked  the  anti-gay 
DOD  policy:  “I  contend  that  the  mere  ex¬ 
istence  of  this  regulation  not  only  denies  the 
constitutional  rights  of  lesbians  and  gays  to 
express  their  love  for  another,  but  it  denies 
us  our  right  to  actively  participate  in  display¬ 
ing  and  expressing  our  patriotism,  loyalty 
and  love  for  our  country.” 

Meade,  a  Marine  Corps  Captain  im¬ 
plicated  in  the  Parris  Island  witch-hunt  is 
currently  fighting  a  “less  than  honorable” 
discharge  for  “associating  with  a  known  les¬ 
bian.”  Meade  told  the  panel  about  the 
stereotypes  and  biases  she  observed  among 
military  investigators.  She  said  her  in¬ 
vestigators,  in  pursuing  their  case  against 
her  for  having  a  lesbian  friend,  expected  her 
to  know  that  she  was  associating  with  les¬ 
bians  because  “they  looked  like  homosex¬ 
uals,”  and  because  they  “played  softball.” 

In  a  surprising  move,  at  the  end  of  the 
conference  the  DACOWITS  panel  included 
in  its  report  a  recommendation  that  “false 
accusations  of  homosexuality  be 
understood  as  a  form  of  sexual 
harassment,”  and  that  curriculum  and 
training  of  personnel  should  include  this 
understanding.  Although  failing  to  address 
the  discrimination  of  the  policy  itself,  the 
panel  at  least  recognized  the  harmful  effects 
of  lesbian  baiting,  according  to  Hyde. 
“[The  recommendation]  switches  the  focus 
of  the  commanding  officer  —  instead  of 
assuming  the  content  of  rumors  spread  by 
the  rumor  mill  and  calling  for  an  investiga¬ 
tion  [often  leading  to  a  witch-hunt],  the  CO 
will  have  to  deal  with  the  rumor  mill  itself,” 
she  said. 

Although  the  recommendation  now  faces 
a  lengthy  bureaucratic  test  in  the  Pentagon, 
Hyde  said  the  Freedom  Project  was  gratified 
by  the  action.  “We  felt  pretty  good  about 
the  fact  that  on  the  first  try  we  could  get 
DACOWITS  to  rule  so  favorably  on  this.” 

‘Homophobia  in  its  most  gruesome  form’ 

Having  put  a  large  amount  of  energy  into 
the  DACOWITS  conference,  the  Freedom 
Project  now  will  resume  its  battles  on  the 
congressional  and  legal  fronts.  Differences 
in  strategies  and  organizational  goals  will 
undoubtedly  affect  each  group’s  contribu¬ 
tion  to  what  the  Lawyers  Guild’s  Kathy 
Gilberd  calls  a  “truly  broad  coalition.” 
“We  are  very  different  groups,  with  dif¬ 
ferent  perspectives,”  she  said.  Gilberd  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  Guild  doesn’t  “expect 
legal  strategies  in  a  vacuum  to  do  much.... 
They  must  happen  within  the  context  of  a 
political  and  education  effort.”  She  stressed 
the  importance  of  employing  public  educa¬ 
tion  and  political  lobbying  to  link  legal  cases 
with  a  broader  campaign  to  combat  the 
military’s  homophobia. 

Nancy  Buermeyer,  Director  of  NOW’s 
Lesbian  Rights  Project,  said  her  organiza¬ 


tion’s  involvement  in  the  Freedom  Project  is 
general,  but  that  she  thought  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  non-explicitly  gay  groups  like  NOW 
and  WEAL  was  helpful  to  lesbian  and  gay 
servicemembers  for  whom  calling  a  gay 
group  might  be  risky. 

In  contrast  to  what  Gilberd  calls  her 
group’s  tendency  to  “be  much  more  obnox¬ 
ious  —  we’re  troublemakers,”  Almquist 
says  her  chief  role  as  WEAL’s  representative 
to  the  Freedom  Project  is  to  develop 
strategies  “that  deal  in  the  currency  of  the 
DOD.”  She  said  in  advocating  for  women  in 
the  military,  she  has  had  the  best  success 
when  framing  her  arguments  in  terms  of 
“military  readiness  and  effectiveness”  — 
language  Pentagon  bureaucrats  can  unders¬ 
tand  and  be  persuaded  by. 

Both  Hyde  and  Gilberd  talked  about  the 
issues  raised  in  doing  work  aimed  at  allow¬ 
ing  people  to  continue  to  serve  in  the  U.S. 
military,  an  institution  some  lesbian/gay 
and  civil  rights  activists  would  rather  see 
eliminated  altogether. 

“The  U.S.  military  is  the  only  tax- 
supported  institution  that  routinely 
dismisses  and  discharges  employees  simply 
because  of  their  sexual  orientation,”  said 
Hyde.  “It  is  the  most  intransigently 
homophobic  and  bigoted  institution  in  the 
country,  yet  thousands  and  thousands  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  are  now  [serving]  or 
have  served  in  the  armed  forces....  When  I 
look  at  the  military  what  I  see  is  an 
employer.  And  gay  men  and  lesbians  who 
are  discharged  look  like  victims  of  employ¬ 
ment  discrimination.”  Hyde  said  that  for 
her,  fighting  “the  policy  of  discharging  gay 
people  is  of  greater  interest  than  the  reasons 
people  go  in.” 

Hyde  also  said  that  she  thought  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  movement  had  not  given 
enough  attention  to  the  struggles  of  lesbian 
and  gay  servicemembers.  She  added,  “There 
has  been  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of  white 
middle  class  lesbian  and  gay  activists  to  take 
seriously  the  working  class  lesbians  and  gay 
men  who  enter  the  military  not  because  they 
are  patriotic,  but  because  it  presents  itself  as 
an  employment  training  option  and  a  way  to 
go  to  college.” 

Gilberd  said  her  group  does  “a  good  deal 
of  anti-military  work,”  and  that,  like  Hyde, 
she  sees  merit  in  fighting  the  military’s 
homophobia.  “In  the  military  we  see 
homophobia  carried  to  its  worst 
conclusion,”  she  said,  adding  that  to  fight 
military  homophobia  is  “hitting 
homophobia  at  its  most  gruesome  and  ex¬ 
treme  form.” 

Gilberd  also  pointed  out  the  potentially 
anti-militaristic  aspect  of  her  work.  “When 
you  educate  the  world  about  the  way  the 
military  treats  lesbians  and  gays,  it  will  have 
an  effect  on  young  gay  men  and  lesbians 
thinking  about  enlisting  or  re-enlisting. 
Ultimately  we  expose  one  of  the  nasty  sides 
of  the  military  and  create  the  possibility  for 
people  to  see  that.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Electing 
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what  I  think  about  education,  and  so 
forth.” 

The  importance  of  electing  gay  candidates 
is  clear.  “In  New  York  City,  we  have  20  per¬ 
cent  of  the  population,  but  zero  percent  of 
the  representation,”  Taylor  said.  “If  there 
were  a  gay  city  council  member  in  1987,  we 
never  would  have  heard  a  council  member 
respond  to  a  proposal  to  add  funding  to  the 
city  budget  for  AIDS  education  and  services 
by  saying,  ‘Why  should  we  give  money  to 
people  who  are  only  going  to  die  anyway?”’ 

Duane  added,  “When  we’re  inside  those 
council  chambers,  our  community  is  going 
to  get  a  bigger  piece  of  the  pie.  They’re  go¬ 
ing  to  have  to  listen  to  us.” 

“Even  with  34  elected  officials,  we’re  on¬ 
ly  at  the  beginning  of  where  we  need  to  be,” 
Riddiough  said,  “Of  those  34  people,  only 
five  are  women,  and  none  are  non-white.” 
Riddiough  pointed  out  that  these  numbers 
reflect  an  even  greater  problem  for  women 
and  minorities  in  politics.  “There  is  only 
one  Black  woman  in  the  entire  U.S.  Con¬ 
gress,  and  only  two  women  in  the  New  York 
State  congressional  delegation.  We  can’t 
eliminate  the  racism  and  sexism  in  our  com¬ 
munity  without  confronting  it  also  in  society 
at  large.” 

Despite  the  difficulties,  members  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  will  continue  to 
run  for  —  and  win  —  office.  “You  must  do 
things  in  life  because  you  want  to,”  said 
Councilor  Wood,  “Don’t  let  the  fact 
that  you  are  lesbian  or  gay  stop  you.  There’s 
no  question,  it’s  worth  it  to  run  for 
office.”  □ 
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CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline.  MA 

731-1015 


-JL 


J2 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


£ 


Agoraphobia  Services 

anxiety  •  phobias  •  stress 


Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Licensed  Psychologist 


720  Washington  Street 
Nantucket  Building 
Manowcr.  MA  02339 
(617)  826-2466 


1141  Beacon  Street 
Suite  1 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  734-5779 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


790  BOYLSTON  STRFFT 
10  FAIRFIFLD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02149 
(61 7l.33.l- 1 500 


Productions 


I  NIGHT 

for 

BLACK  LESBIANS  & 
GAY  HEN  &  THEIR 
FRIENDS 

ALL  ARE  WELCOME 
D.J.  G.  CLIFF 

Pay  only  $•  for  two  between  7pm-9pm 
Avenue  C  (Formerly  Links  Club) 

HO  Boylston  Street 
Boston 

Sunday,  Nay  II 
7pm-llmldnisht 

Regular  admission  $d.OO/person 


Trull  and  Williamson 


Duet  blessed 


Cris  Williamson  and  Teresa  Trull  together  again  for  the 
first  time 


Country  Blessed.  Cris  Williamson  and  Teresa 
Trull.  Second  Wave,  1989. 

By  Caroline  Foty 

Last  fall,  the  women  of  Olivia  Records 
began  hinting  about  an  exciting  new  re¬ 
cording  project  by  two  of  our  most 
popular  artists.  The  product  has  arrived  at 
last,  and  a  most  exciting  pairing  it  is:  Cris 
Williamson  and  Teresa  Trull  are  two  of  the 
most  powerful  voices  in  women’s  music. 
Their  album  offers  a  flattering  new  view  of 
their  talents. 

As  is  clear  from  the  title,  Country  Blessed 
(Second  Wave,  1989)  draws  on  the  artistic 

_  sensibilities  of  coun- 

fl'1'1 "t  d  Cbffc’  try  music,  in  in- 

strumentation,  sub¬ 
ject  matter,  and  vocal  style.  Thus  the  sound 
relies  upon  acoustic  instruments:  fiddles, 
guitars,  and  banjos  are  prominent.  Given 
that  both  singers  have  in  recent  years  made 
heavy  use  of  synthesizers  and  souped-up 
“keyboards”  in  their  own  music,  it  is 
refreshing  to  hear  them  in  a  less  electronic 
setting.  Their  vibrant  voices  become  more 
present  to  the  ear,  with  a  corresponding  in¬ 
crease  in  the  emotional  accessibility  of  their 
songs. 

When  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian 
called  Trull  “probably  the  best  ‘alternative’ 
record  producer  in  the  Bay  Area,”  it  was 
with  good  reason.  She  has  assembled  an  all- 
star  cast  of  supporting  musicians,  including 
Barbara  Higbie,  Vicki  Randle,  John  Bucchi- 
no,  Darol  Anger,  Laurie  Lewis,  and  Mike 
Marshall.  The  engineering  is  fine  and  clear, 
letting  the  contribution  of  each  be  heard 
within  the  texture  of  the  whole.  This 
uniform  excellence  of  sound  and  perfor¬ 
mance  benefits  even  the  routine  cuts,  and 
makes  the  more  interesting  songs  irresisti¬ 
ble. 

Collaborations  and  changes  of  pace  can 
bring  new  and  different  things  from  an  art¬ 
ist.  Williamson,  in  particular,  does  some 
beautiful  work  in  both  familiar  and  new 
veins.  “Calamity  Jane,”  which  was  written 
in  1976  not  long  after  The  Changer  and  The 
Changed,  is  vintage  upbeat  Cris,  and  gives 
us  her  impressionistic  characterization  of  an 
unconventional  woman.  The  photo  of  Jane 
printed  on  the  inner  sleeve  is  a  striking  visual 
image,  looking  like  a  fragment  of  early 
American  lesbian  history  (whatever  the  ac¬ 
tual  truth  about  Jane).  “Mother,  Mother,” 
written  last  year  for  a  film  about  a  gay  man 
with  AIDS,  is  heartrending  in  its  evocation 
of  the  loss  of  a  parent’s  love: 

I  remember  long  ago 
I  was  your  one  true  miracle 
That’s  what  you  always  used  to  say 


Mother,  mother 
Keep  me  safe  from  harm 
Come  into  my  room  at  night 
And  hold  me  in  your  arms 
For  I  am  still  your  shining  child 
The  one  you  know  by  name 
Mother  ...  mother 

Vicki  Randle’s  harmony  vocal  heightens  the 
pathos  of  the  son’s  cry  in  the  night. 

A  Cris  we’ve  never  heard  before  appears 
to  us  on  Gary  Marks’  “Soulful  Days.” 
Through  the  very  personal  lyrics  of  another 
author,  Williamson  achieves  a  more  inti¬ 
mate  expression  than  we’ve  yet  heard  from 
her,  affecting  as  the  moment  a  reserved  per¬ 
son  opens  their  heart.  Her  voice  is  strong 
throughout  the  range  of  the  demanding  and 
sustained  vocal  line.  A  careful  listening  to 


this  song  will  give  a  new  appreciation  of  her 
interpretive  talents. 

Teresa  Trull  first  came  to  us  15  years  ago 
with  the  flavor  of  blues  and  gospel  in  her 
voice.  But  her  North  Carolina  roots  also  en¬ 
compassed  the  meltingly  sweet  country  bal¬ 
lad  “Grey  Day,”  and  the  best  of  her  contri¬ 
butions  to  this  album  are  more  akin  to  that 
song  than  to  any  other  part  of  her  work  to 
date.  Perhaps  the  most  enchanting  song  on 
the  album  is  her  “The  Shady  Glen,”  flav¬ 
ored  richly  by  a  country-Celtic  fiddle  trio, 
and  painting  a  charming  picture  of  the 
young  and  rebellious  Teresa  dreaming  of 
Irish  goddesses  with  fast  horses  and  flocks 
of  birds. 

The  bluejay  sang  my  battlecry 
A  dogwood  at  my  side 
I  caught  the  Reverand’s  pony  up 
for  one  hellacious  ride 

I’m  going  down  to  the  shady  glen 
Where  the  deer  all  sip  and  whip- 
poowill  call 

I’m  going  down  to  the  shady  glen 
Gonna  feel  my  soul  alive  again 

I’m  far  from  my  Carolina  home 
Even  further  still  from  Irish  thrones 
But  a  restless  child  I’ll  always  be 
Who  longs  for  the  peace  of  the  shady  tree 

The  music  dances  like  a  jig  or  reel,  marred 
only  by  the  occasionally  intrusive  “putt- 
putt”  of  the  electric  guitar,  which  seems 
mixed  a  bit  too  high  here. 

In  the  title  tune,  an  idyllic  portrait  of  a 
woman  who  works  the  land,  Trull  shows  off 
the  honeyed  high  range  which  has  always 
been  a  trademark  of  her  voice,  over  sweet 
acoustic  guitar  sounds.  When  she  and  Will¬ 
iamson  entwine  their  voices  in  the  all-too-in- 
frequent  moments  of  true  duet  singing 
(found  mostly  in  this  song),  the  effect  is 
magical. 

As  a  frequent  whiner  about  the  politics  of 
women’s  music,  I  must  say  that  this  album 
stands  squarely  with  the  other  releases  of 
“major”  women’s  music  artists  in  the  mid- 
to-late  ’80s  —  that  is,  its  politics  lie  mostly  in 
the  fact  that  feminist  women  control  the 
project.  In  a  way  it  seems  long  past  the  time 
to  be  bringing  up  the  issue  at  all.  The  direc¬ 
tions  have  been  chosen,  the  work  is  being 
done,  people  like  it  and  listen  to  it,  and  to 
raise  the  question  seems  to  be  either  carping 
about  nothing,  or  imposing  my  expectations 
on  artists  who  have  their  own  musical 
growth  to  pursue.  When  I  want  political 
music  of  the  mid-’80s,  I  play  Judy  Small, 
Romanovsky  and  Phillips,  Sweet  Honey, 
Lifeline,  Fred  Small,  or  some  of  the  work  of 
U2.  Since  politics  in  “women’s  music” 
seems  now  to  be  the  exception  rather  than 
the  rule,  we  can  save  a  lot  of  one  another’s 
space  and  time  by  assuming  the  rule  and  on¬ 
ly  bringing  up  the  exceptions.  Is  it  a  deal? 

Country  Blessed  is  a  fine-sounding  and 
beautifully  produced  album,  giving  us  all 
the  fulsome  beauty  and  present  sincerity  of 
Trull  and  Williamson’s  voices  without  a  lot 
of  technoclutter.  It’s  a  pleasure  to  hear  these 
two  voices  together.  We  can  hope  that  such 
collaborations  between  familiar  artists  are  a 
wave  of  the  future.  How  about  ...  Nancy 
Vogl  and  Meg  Christian?  or  Linda  Tillery 
and  Dianne  Davidson?  Dream  up  your  own; 
maybe  someday,  like  this  one,  they’ll  come 
true.  □ 
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By  Carrie  Allison 

nee  disparagingly  called  “yuppie 
flu,”  the  mysterious  illness  now 
known  as  Chronic  Fatigue  Immune 
Dysfunction  Syndrome  (CFIDS)  has  been 
puzzling  doctors  since  1985.  At  that  time 
close  to  200  people  were  diagnosed  with  it  in 
the  tiny  resort  town  of  Incline  Village, 
Nevada.  Today,  frustration  continues  to 
grow  among  the  increasing  numbers  af¬ 
flicted  with  the  illness  in  the  U.S.  —  as  they 
not  only  do  personal  battle  with  a  host  of 
debilitating  symptoms,  but  also  fight  for 
public  recognition  of  a  serious  immune 
disorder. 

A  brief  history 

While  theories  abound,  CFIDS  currently 
has  no  known  cause  or  cure.  Back  in  1985, 
two  Incline  Village  physicians  initially  blam¬ 
ed  the  illness  on  a  highly  infectious  agent, 
the  Epstein-Barr  virus  (EBV).  Paul  Cheney 
and  David  Peterson  attached  the  EBV  label 
to  a  collection  of  symptoms  that  included 
extreme  fatigue,  weakness,  muscle  and  joint 
pain,  sore  throat,  lymph  node  pain, 
headaches,  difficulty  in  concentrating  and 
memory  loss. 

EBV  is  a  member  of  the  family  of  herpes 
viruses  and  is  best  known  as  the  cause  of 
mononucleosis.  In  the  U.S.  antibodies  to 
the  virus  are  present  in  80  to  95  percent  of 
those  aged  35  to  40,  according  to  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  (CDC). 

But  a  study  conducted  by  Gary  Holmes, 
the  CDC  epidemiologist  sent  to  investigate 
events  in  Incline  Village,  cast  serious  doubt 
on  the  theory  that  EBV  was  indeed  the  guilty 
party.  Antibodies  to  EBV  were  found  to  be 
only  slightly  higher  among  people  with 
CFIDS  than  among  members  of  a  control 
group. 

A  more  recent  study  led  by  Stephen  E. 
Straus  of  the  National  Institute  of  Allergy 
and  Infectious  Diseases  in  Bethesda,  Md. 
also  rocks  the  foundation  of  the  EBV 
theory.  Twenty-four  people  with  CFIDS 
were  divided  into  two  groups,  one  of  which 
took  regular  doses  of  acyclovir,  a  drug  pro¬ 
ven  effective  in  fighting  EBV,  while  the 
other  group  received  a  placebo.  The  results 
showed  1 1  acyclovir-treated  participants 
describing  their  condition  as  improved,  but 
10  placebo-taking  participants  made  the 
same  claim. 

Stress  has  been  another  favorite  blanket 
explanation  for  CFIDS.  Because  many  of 
those  who  first  sought  treatment  for  the  ill¬ 
ness  were  wealthy  professionals,  reporters 
and  even  doctors  frequently  blamed  CFIDS 
on  the  “stress  of  pursuing  success.”  In  short 
order  the  mainstream  media  hit  on  the 
“yuppie  plague”  moniker.  From  then  on, 
people  with  CFIDS  routinely  saw 
themselves  portrayed  in  print  as  ambitious 
workaholics  made  sick  and  tired  by  their 
desperate  attempts  to  get  ahead. 

But  according  to  the  CDC,  CFIDS  is  not 
confined  to  people  of  a  certain  socio¬ 
economic  niche  or  age  range  and  does  ap¬ 
pear  in  children.  Until  very  recently,  the  syn¬ 
drome  was  thought  to  be  far  more  prevalent 
among  women  than  men,  with  some  reports 
putting  the  figures  at  three  to  one.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Marya  Grambs,  the  director  of  the 
San  Francisco  Chronic  Fatigue/Immune 
Dysfunction  Foundation  (CF/IDSF),  many 
clinicians  and  researchers  now  believe  that 
the  demographics  are  changing  to  reflect  a 
fairly  even  number  of  men  and  women. 

Grambs  noted  that  cluster  outbreaks, 
such  as  that  within  the  lesbian  community  in 
the  Bay  Area,  may  lead  to  the  notion  that 
women  are  more  at  risk.  However,  there 
have  been  similar  clusters  in  Incline  Village, 
and  within  some  workplaces  and 
households,  which  may  indicate  a  degree  of 
infectiousppss  and  point  to  an  airborne 
virus.  She  added  that  most  people  who  have 
CFIDS  do  not  have  household  members 
with  the  illness  and  that  contraction  may  re¬ 
quire  a  genetic  predisposition.  Environmen¬ 
tal  toxins  may  also  play  a  role.  Another 
possible  theory  is  that  people  with  CFIDS 
are  infectious  for  a  short  period  of  time  in 
the  early  period  of  illness,  as  is  true  with 
other  viruses. 

If  women  are  more  likely  than  men  to 
contract  CFIDS,  Jan  Montgomery,  a  person 
with  CFIDS  and  founder  of  CF/IDSF, 
believes  the  culprit  may  be  the  syndrome’s 
apparent  tampering  with  the  complex  work¬ 
ings  of  the  immune  system. 

“The  illness  mimics  multiple  sclerosis.  It 
mimics  rheumatoid  arthritis.  It  mimics 
lupus.  All  of  these  are  auto-immune  diseases 
that  affect  more  women  than  men  and  all  of 
them  have  had  a  terrible  time  getting 
medical  attention.”  But,  says  Montgomery, 
“More  and  more  men  are  getting  it.” 

According  to  Ann  Geiger,  a  research 
assistant  working  with  CFIDS  specialist  An¬ 
thony  Komaroff  at  Brigham  and  Women’s 
Hospital  in  Boston,  “It’s  clear  that  women 
are  coming  in  for  it  more  often  than  men, 
but  that  seems  to  be  going  down.  In  the  past 


few  months  we’ve  seen  more  men  coming  in 
and  calling  in.” 

While  there  are  no  numbers  out  yet  on  the 
racial  breakdown  of  those  with  CFIDS,  the 
illness  probably  affects  everyone.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Grambs,  “Basically  there  is  no  data. 
And  because  most  people  have  to  go  to 
about  ten  doctors  before  they  get  a  diagno¬ 
sis,  the  people  getting  diagnosed  are  mostly 
white.” 

Studies  reporting  the  frequency  of  the 
syndrome  reveal  conflicting  data,  with  one 
university  general  medical  clinic  finding 
CFIDS  in  21  percent  of  500  unselected  pa¬ 
tients  (Buchwald,  1987),  while  a  university 
fatigue  clinic  diagnosed  only  five  percent  of 
its  patients  with  CFIDS  (Manu,  Lane,  and 
Matthews,  1988).  Grambs  told  GCN  that 
the  CF/IDSF  believes  the  numbers  are  “in 
the  millions.”  The  CDC  has  initiated  a 
Surveillance  and  Follow-up  System  at  four 
different  U.S.  sites  in  an  attempt  to  gather 
better  data,  but  the  results  will  not  come  in 
for  at  least  two  years.  CFIDS  cases  are  also 
now  recognized  in  Europe  and  New 
Zealand. 

Participation  in  CFIDS  support  groups  in 
the  U.S.  gives  some  idea  of  how  many  are 
affected  by  the  illness,  and  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  reports  that  there  are  200  such  groups 
across  the  country.  One  of  the  most  promi¬ 
nent,  the  Chronic  Fatigue  Syndrome  Society 
(CFSS),  claims  close  to  14,000  members  in 
the  U.S.  alone.  A  70-page  bimonthly  jour¬ 
nal  called  the  CFIDS  Chronicle  comes  out 


of  Charlotte,  N.C.,  home  to  the  Chronic 
Fatigue  and  Immune  Dysfunction  Syn¬ 
drome  Association. 

There  are  signs  that  interest  is  in¬ 
creasing  among  the  medical  community  as 
well.  A  March  1988  report  in  the  Annals  of 
Internal  Medicine  provided  the  first 
guidelines  for  a  CFIDS  diagnosis  and  of¬ 
ficial  recognition  of  the  syndrome’s  ex¬ 
istence.  People  with  CFIDS  were  defined  as 
those  having  eight  out  of  a  list  of  1 1  possible 
symptoms  which  had  persisted  for  at  least 
six  months.  The  list  included  a  mild  sore 
throat,  a  mild  fever,  painful  lymph  nodes, 
general  muscle  weakness,  muscle  discom¬ 
fort,  fatigue  for  more  than  24  hours  after 
light  exercise,  headaches,  joint  pain  without 
swelling,  depression  or  other  neurop¬ 
sychological  complaints,  sleep  disturbances, 
and  development  of  the  initial  symptoms 
over  a  few  hours  to  a  few  days.  Heart  ir¬ 
regularities,  high  rates  of  miscarriages,  and 
immune  system  cancers  may  also  be  related 
to  CFIDS  (Christopher  St.,  #131.) 

Increasingly,  the  focus  is  on  ways  in 
which  CFIDS  may  impair  immune  system 
functions.  One  study  (Caligiuri,  1987)  cited 
in  a  CDC  fact  sheet  monitored  the  NK 
(Natural  killer)  cells  of  41  people  with 
CFIDS.  NK  cells  are  among  the  first  of  the 
body’s  defense  mechanisms  to  enter  the  bat¬ 
tle  against  an  invading  virus,  and  though 
most  of  those  with  CFIDS  had  normal 
numbers  of  them,  as  a  group  they  had  fewer 
than  did  the  study’s  control  group.  In  addi¬ 


tion,  their  NK  cells  appeared  to  be  function¬ 
ing  below  par. 

A  number  of  studies  also  show  that  peo¬ 
ple  with  CFIDS  have  abnormal  ratios  of 
CD4/CD8  (known  as  “helper”/“sup- 
pressor”)  T-lymphocytes,  a  sign  of  immune 
dysfunction. 

The  ailments  of  women 

Despite  some  recent  indications  of  a  more 
serious  medical  response  to  the  syndrome, 
many  people  with  CFIDS  say  they  are  still 
often  dismissed  or  characterized  as  “just 
tired  and  depressed.” 

Horror  stories  about  insensitive  physi¬ 
cians  abound.  A  lesbian  with  CFIDS  in 
Boston,  who  asked  that  her  name  not  be  us¬ 
ed,  recalls  the  day  her  doctor  informed  her 
that  she  had  the  syndrome,  describing  her 
symptoms  as  “vegetative.”  When  she  asked 
if  the  symptoms  would  persist  for  the  rest  of 
her  life,  the  doctor  shrugged,  replied 
“Maybe,”  and  left  the  room.  With  that,  she 
says,  “I  left  the  office  without  any  counsel¬ 
ing,  got  into  my  car,  and  considered 
suicide.”  (According  to  Grambs  of 
CF/IDSF,  it  is  now  believed  that  approx¬ 
imately  a  third  of  those  with  the  illness  will 
be  sick  for  only  a  few  months.  Another  third 
will  be  ill  for  about  two  years,  and  another 
third  seems  to  not  get  better.  “Some  people 
have  been  in  bed  for  eight  years,”  she  com¬ 
mented.) 

According  to  Montgomery  of  the 
CF/IDSF,  “We’ve  been  getting  a  terrible 


response  from  physicians  in  general  and 
from  the  press  and  from  the  National  In¬ 
stitutes  of  Health.”  She  continues,  “Many 
of  us  know  that  the  way  you  write  off  an 
epidemic  is  to  call  people  crazy  or  gay  or 
Black  or  anything  —  just  don’t  call  them 
somebody  you  care  about.” 

But  some  researchers  and  health  profes¬ 
sionals  continue  to  suggest  that 
psychological  factors  influence  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  illness.  In  a  report  published  last 
December  in  the  New  England  Journal  of 
Medicine,  Straus  and  his  co-researchers  con¬ 
cluded  that  “The  chronic  fatigue  syndrome 
remains  a  difficult  and  controversial  entity, 
one  whose  features  are  primarily  subjective 
and  compatible  with  many  disease  pro¬ 
cesses.”  Remarking  on  the  psychological 
tests  administered  to  both  groups  in  the 
study  with  acyclovir,  they  stated  that 
“Significant  improvement  in  levels  of 
anger,  depression  and  other  mood  states 
correlated  with  overall  clinical  improve¬ 
ment.  These  results  indicate  that  affect  plays 
an  important  part  in  the  perception  of  illness 
severity  in  the  chronic  fatigue  syndrome.” 

John  Whyte,  a  gay  activist  and 
psychologist  and  physiatrist  at  the  New 
England  Medical  Center,  says  that  it’s  possi¬ 
ble  a  number  of  different  factors  —  in¬ 
cluding  psychological,  environmental  and 
viral  —  might  be  responsible  for  the  illness. 
“I  think  research  is  going  to  have  to  go  in  a 
number  of  directions.”  Whyte  also  warns 
against  the  assumption  that  “If  it  is 


psychological,  then  it’s  trivial  or  the 
person’s  own  fault.  I  don’t  share  that  belief. 
I  think  that  a  lot  of  diseases  have 
psychological  and  social  underpinnings.” 

Lousie  Rice,  a  lesbian  activist  and  public 
health  nurse  at  Boston  City  Hospital,  notes  that 
illnesses  associated  with  women  haven’t  been 
“taken  seriously  by  the  medical  profession 
for  hundreds  of  years.  [Even  now]  it’s  hard 
for  women  to  get  taken  seriously  and  to  be 
studied.”  But  she  says,  “We  don’t  know 
enough  about  the  mind/body  relationship 
or  the  toll  that  the  incredible  stress  of  living 
in  these  times  can  take  on  our  bodies.”  She 
adds,  “I’m  very  wary  of  a  medicalized 
answer  to  this.  I  would  like  to  see  a  more 
carefully  described  condition”  and  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  look  at  CFIDS  “cross-culturally.” 

Other  people  diagnosed  with  CFIDS 
share  the  view  that  what  may  be  an  epidemic 
of  CFIDS  has  been  put  on  the  medical  back 
burner  because  it  was  primarily  associated 
with  women.  Gay  activist  Martin  Hiraga, 
who  was  diagnosed  first  with  ARC  and  later 
with  CFIDS,  tells  of  a  doctor  calling  CFIDS 
“that  women’s  disease,”  and  relates  a  time 
when  he  was  almost  hit  by  a  physician 
angered  by  Hiraga’s  criticism  of  his  sexist 
remarks.  It’s  “the  ultimate  in  medical  sex¬ 
ism,”  says  Hiraga,  “for  a  doctor  to  tell  a 
woman  what  you  feel  is  not  real.” 

PISD  Responds 

People  with  CFIDS  have  gained  support 
in  their  struggle  for  medical  and  political  at¬ 
tention  from  the  AIDS  movement.  Last  Oc¬ 
tober  1 1th  a  new  chapter  opened  in  the  syn¬ 
drome’s  history  at  the  national  ACT  NOW 
AIDS  conference  in  Washington,  D.C. 
There,  Hiraga  joined  PWAs  and  other  peo¬ 
ple  with  CFIDS  to  launch  the  PISD  (People 
with  Immune  System  Disorders)  Caucus,  a 
step  which  founding  member  Ferd  Eggan 
describes  as  “an  attempt  to  make  a  recogni¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  AIDS  movement  of 
Chronic  Fatigue  as  another  immune  system 
disorder.” 

He  continues,  “I  think  that  what  links  us 
is  some  vision  of  people  taking  health  issues 
into  their  own  hands  both  privately  in  terms 
of  finding  the  most  effective  kinds  of 
therapies  and  collectively  on  the  level  of 
changing  government  and  other  institutions 
that  should  be  doing  something  to  make  it 
possible  for  people  to  live  better.” 

Paul  Scheib,  who  has  CFIDS  and  is  a 
member  of  both  PISD  and  ACT 
UP/Rochester,  N.Y.,  says,  “The  agenda  we 
have  set  for  ourselves  is  a  lot  like  the  agenda 
that  many  AIDS  activist  organizations  have 
set  for  themselves.” 

High  on  the  list  are  more  affordable  and 
comprehensive  health  insurance  coverage 
and  recognition  of  CFIDS  as  a  severe  illness 
which  meets  disability  payment  re¬ 
quirements.  Such  payments  are  not  impossi¬ 
ble  for  people  with  CFIDS  to  obtain,  but 
they  are  far  from  easy  to  get  and  often  in¬ 
volve  a  long  waiting  period. 

“It’s  real  battle  to  get  on  disability,” 
comments  Joanie  Marquardt,  a  S.F.  lesbian 
member  of  PISD  who  also  has  CFIDS. 
“Society  not  really  recognizing  an  illness 
makes  the  whole  question  of  being  and  af¬ 
fording  to  be  disabled  real  hard.” 

In  fact,  the  financial  problems  of  people 
with  CFIDS  can  quickly  become  over¬ 
whelming.  Most  go  to  several  doctors  before 
being  diagnosed  and  then  begin  the  expen¬ 
sive  search  for  helpful  treatment,  a  search 
that  can  take  them  to  specialists  in 
homeopathy,  acupuncture  and  Chinese 
herbs.  For  those  who  are  most  severely  ill, 
says  Marquardt,  “their  career  is  trying  to 
function.” 

“I  just  kept  getting  sicker  to  the  point 
where  I  just  couldn’t  hold  down  a  fulltime 
job,”  says  Pam  Bemis,  a  lesbian  in  Boston 
who  has  CFIDS.  “I  don’t  really  feel  like  I 
have  the  capacity  to  work  at  a  9  to  5  job.  I 
don’t  think  my  health  could  handle  it.” 
Currently  working  a  job  that  allows  her 
more  time  for  needed  rest,  Bemis  feels 
grateful  to  friends  who  helped  her  raise  the 
money  she  needed  for  treatment,  as  much  as 
$400  per  month  at  one  time. 

Bemis  notes  that  a  lot  of  insurance  com¬ 
panies  don’t  tend  to  fund  alternative 
treatments,  treatments  she  sought  because 
within  the  more  traditional  medical 
establishment  “I  just  wasn’t  getting  any 
answers.”  But,  “You  have  to  pay  for  alter¬ 
native  treatments  out  of  your  own  pocket 
and  that’s  real  hard.” 

Berit  Pratt,  a  lesbian  nurse  in  Boston  who 
has  CFIDS,  had  to  leave  her  job  after  being 
diagnosed  with  CFIDS  last  summer.  “You 
can  really  get  screwed  up  financially,”  she  says. 
“It  gets  to  be  a  really  big  problem  that  looms 
larger  than  your  health  when  you  don’t  have 
any  cash  coming  in.”  Moreover,  she  notes, 
“Whenever  lesbians  get  sick,  no  matter 
what  we  get  sick  with,  we’re  often  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  where  we  have  less  money  than  a  man 
of  the  same  age.” 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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It’s  been  three 
years  since  I  first 
woke  up  with  the 

flu... 


Rediscovering  the  richness  of  life, 
coping  with  the  limitations 


By  Joan  Nestle 

n  the  third  year  of  my  bout  with  an 
unknown  illness,  Deborah  (my  lover 
then)  and  I  went  to  see  a  much-touted, 
young  East  Side  doctor,  famous  for  his 
powers  of  diagnosis.  On  the  phone  he  told 
me  to  bring  a  short  biography,  detailing  the 
symptoms  of  the  illness.  How  wonderful,  I 
thought,  a  holistic  approach.  I  started  the 
biography  with  a  sentence  saying  that  1  have 
chosen  to  love  women  and  outlining 
Deborah’s  support  of  me  through  the  ordeal 
1  was  about  to  describe. 

When  we  arrived  late  in  the  evening,  I  was 
impressed  by  the  liberal  politics  of  the 
posters  and  journals  that  filled  the  waiting 
room.  Finally,  we  were  admitted  to  a  large, 
comfortable-looking  office.  The  doctor, 
lean  and  tall,  stood  up  to  welcome  us,  asked 
for  my  bio,  put  his  feet  up  on  his  desk  and 
proceeded  to  read.  He  got  as  far  as  the  first 
paragraph,  stood  up  and  said,  “1  know 
what  you  need.”  He  walked  by  Deb  and 
bent  over  me,  taking  my  face  in  his  hands 
and  giving  me  a  kiss  on  the  lips. 

I  was  stunned  and  then  1  wanted  Deb  to 
kill  him.  We  left  his  office  as  quickly  as 

I  have  avoided  writing 
about  this  journery 
because  I  did  not  want 
to  whine  in  public;  I  did 
not  want  my  other  work, 
my  passions,  to  be 
overshadowed  by  this 
illness  which  already 
dominates  so  much  of 
my  life. 

possible;  I  said  nothing  to  him  about  my 
rage  because  the  illness  had  made  me 
desperate  for  help.  But  that  kiss  of  medical 
paternalism  and  arrogance  became  the  sym¬ 
bol  of  the  first  seven  years  of  my  life  with 
Epstein-Barr,  that  kiss  and  my  bed  and  the 
fear  of  dying. 

This  illness  is  no  plaything,  no  fad,  no  fig¬ 
ment  of  our  imaginations;  we  are  not 
disturbed  people  looking  for  attention;  we 
are  not  shirkers  from  our  jobs  or  success- 
oriented  California  freeway  drivers.  We  are 
not  the  chronically  depressed.  What  we  are, 
what  I  am,  is  a  woman  who  collapsed  one 
day  in  May  of  1978  after  a  week  of  battling  a 
flu  and  six  months  after  the  death  of  my 
mother.  My  life,  my  work,  my  relationships 
have  never  been  the  same. 

I  will  not  chronicle  the  symptoms  because 
I  cannot  bear  to.  I  will  just  repeat  what  one 
woman  with  the  virus  said  at  a  support 
group.  I  feel  as  if  my  whole  body  has  been 
poisoned,  over  and  over  again,  every  day.  I 
have  avoided  writing  about  this  journey 
because  I  did  not  want  to  whine  in  public;  I 
did  not  want  my  other  work,  my  passions,  to 

I  did  not  know  how  to 
fight  back.  Self-reliance 
had  been  my  working- 
class  heritage;  my  mother 
had  never  missed  a 
day's  work  in  her  life. 

be  overshadowed  by  this  illness  which 
already  dominates  so  much  of  my  life.  I  did 
not  want  my  ideological  opponents  to  say, 
“She  got  what  she  deserves.”  I  did  not  want 
to  desexualize  myself  or  tarnish  my  life-long 
belief  in  our  sexual  radicalism  with  the 
touch  of  my  illness.  I  did  not  want  to  drive 
friends  and  lovers  away.  Now  1  know  I  was 
avoiding  the  stigma  of  illness,  that  I  felt  like 
a  freak  again  and  the  first  line  of  defense 
was  a  secret. 

1  used  to  call  my  illness  a  monster,  the 
enemy  within,  that  struck  at  the  heart  of  me. 
My  lover  patiently  and  devotedly  listened  to 


every  terror,  looked  at  every  rash,  made  the 
excuses  for  me  when  I  was  too  exhausted  to 
sit  up  at  a  dinner  table  or  attend  a  meeting. 
Twice  I  was  hospitalized;  in  my  case,  the 
virus  first  struck  at  my  heart,  causing  ir¬ 
regular  heart  beats.  I  would  wake  up  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  drenched  with  night 
sweats,  now  a  familiar  symptom,  but  in  the 
’70s,  no  one  knew  what  was  going  on.  I  was 
told  I  was  severely  depressed;  I  was  told  I 
had  multiple  sclerosis;  I  was  told  I  had 
lupus;  I  was  told  I  was  perfectly  healthy  but 
just  wanted  to  be  sick.  All  I  knew  was  that  I 
had  to  get  through  days  of  work  and  ar¬ 
chives  commitments  even  when  I  was  too 
tired  to  breathe,  too  befuddled  to  remember 
how  to  spell  simple  words,  too  nauseous  to 
eat,  too  weak  at  times  to  stand  up.  In  the 
first  year  of  the  illness,  1  lost  40  pounds. 
Finally,  I  wasn’t  a  fat  girl  anymore,  but  1 
wasn’t  Joan  anymore  either.  Or  at  least  I  did 
not  feel  as  if  I  was. 

One  of  the  victims  of  this  illness  was  my 
10-year-long  relationship  with  Deborah.  We 
became  fixed  into  the  roles  of  caretaker  and 
patient.  A  chronic  illness,  which  this  is,  has 
its  own  territory,  its  own  social  system.  I  did 
not  know  how  to  fight  back.  Self-reliance 
had  been  my  working-class  heritage;  my 
mother  had  never  missed  a  day’s  work  in  her 
life.  How  could  I  face  my  past  or  look  with 
hope  to  the  future? 

But  my  lesbian  world  had  taught  me 
skills,  and  1  used  them.  In  1979,  a  group  of 
ill  lesbians  and  their  lovers  formed  an  illness 
support  group  that  still  meets  today, 
(see  Off  Our  Backs,  May  1981,  vol.  XI.) 
This  group,  blending  known  consciousness- 
raising  tactics  with  unexplored  illness  issues, 
kept  us  alive.  Here  we  could  report  our  skir¬ 
mishes  with  the  medical  profession;  here  our 
lovers  could  cry,  scream  or  complain  about 
how  illness  had  colonized  their  lives.  Here 
we  faced  dying  and  death  and  going  on. 

My  next  comrade  was  the  Lesbian 
Herstory  Archives.  The  constant  flow  of 
visitors,  the  work  that  always  had  to  be 
done,  on  the  most  simple  level,  like  cutting 
out  a  newspaper  article,  kept  me  believing  I 
could  still  do  my  work  in  the  world.  Now  I 
often  am  too  tired  to  keep  up  with  this  in¬ 
stitution,  but  we  have  a  solid  band  of  ar¬ 
chives  coordinators  who  allow  me  to  rest. 

And  finally,  my  writing  and  my  love- 
making  were  my  most  profound  allies  in  the 
battle  for  some  moments  of  well-being,  for 
some  moments  when  I  knew  clearly  that  I 
was  more  than  this  illness.  Again  the  writing 
started  because  a  group  of  kind  friends,  in 
the  first  year  of  my  illness,  when  I  was  home 
bound,  came  to  the  house  to  start  a  lesbian 
writers’  group.  Once  a  week  I  was  forced  to 
be  alert,  to  try  something  new.  I  was  forced 
to  be  more  than  the  medical  freak  I  was 
every  time  I  entered  a  doctor’s  office  with  a 
list  of  symptoms  so  varied  that  even  I  was 
ashamed.  I  was  forced  to  be  more  than  the 
hysterical  woman  I  was  told  I  was  over  and 
over.  I  was  more  than  all  of  this,  as  every 
chronically  ill  person  is  more  than  the  total 
of  the  medicines,  the  apparatuses,  the  ap¬ 
pointments,  the  scans,  the  x-rays,  the  blood- 
filled  test  tubes. 

When  articles  about  a  new  disease  that 
came  to  be  known  as  AIDS  first  appeared,  I 
read  them  all  with  a  sense  of  connection 
none  of  my  friends  understood.  I  wasn’t 
surprised  when  a  doctor  told  me  that  I  had 
been  tested  for  HIV  without  my  knowledge. 

It  is  11  years  since  my  body  gave  way  to 
this  poorly  understood  illness,  now  called 
chronic  fatigue  syndrome.  I  am  still  fighting 
it  every  day.  My  political  anger  had  been 
slow  in  coming  because  once  again  I  thought 
1  was  the  only  one.  When  I  first  heard  other 
people  talking  about  their  changed  lives  at  a 
support  group  for  Epstein-Barr  patients,  I 
wept  in  exhausted  relief  —  the  secret  was  no 
longer  mine  alone.  Now  I  am  beginning  to 
learn  from  the  AIDS  activist  community 
how  to  de-victimize  myself.  This  chronic  ill¬ 
ness  has  changed  my  life;  it  is  the  one 
restriction  I  have  not  conquered,  but  in  the 
name  of  all  of  us,  I  sure  will  keep  trying.  □ 


By  Peter  Layden 

n  May  15,  1986  I  woke  up  with  the 
flu.  Unaccustomed  to  missing  ap¬ 
pointments,  I  pushed  on  through  the 
day,  keeping  to  a  tight  and  frantic  schedule. 
Not  until  I  slid,  barely  conscious,  out  of  my 
chair  and  under  the  table  during  an  inter¬ 
view  did  1  consider  slowing  down  for  a  few 
hours.  And  even  though  such  a  dramatic 
episode  reflected  the  story  of  my  life  at  the 
time,  I  failed  to  take  it  seriously  until  a  few 
months  had  passed. 

In  addition  to  the  responsibility  of  work 
and  a  new  live-in  relationship,  I  divvied  up 
the  extra  time  in  my  day  doing  volunteer 
work  at  Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee, 
campaigning  for  congressional  candidate 
Mel  King,  rebuilding  an  abandoned  music 
career,  and  finishing  a  graduate  degree  by 
writing  a  thesis.  Between  the  emotional 
abuse  of  a  former  lover  who  was  attempting 
to  kick  me  out  of  the  apartment  1  sublet 
from  him,  and  the  strained  relationship  with 
my  father  who  had  recently  legally  disowned 
me,  my  self-esteem  was  very  low.  One  day  in 
early  June,  while  completing  my  second 
workout  of  the  day  in  anticipation  of  the 
Gay  Games  in  August,  a  profound  weakness 
and  sick  feeling  came  over  me.  On  some 
level  I  knew  that  1  was  seriously  ill.  Still  I 
didn’t  slow  down. 

Over  the  next  six  months  I  got  pro¬ 
gressively  sicker.  Profound  fatigue  accom¬ 
panied  some  disturbing  neurological  symp¬ 


toms.  A  six-month  chronic  sore  throat 
stretched  to  12.  Anxiety  attacks  during  the 
day  gave  way  to  a  weird  pattern  of  waking 
up  early  and  often  during  the  night.  At  its 
worst,  I  was  getting  between  30  and  60 
minutes  of  sleep  each  night. 

On  a  good  day  I  could  do  a  little  work.  On 
a  bad  day  I  could  barely  get  up  and  down  the 
stairs. 

Ten  visits  to  eight  doctors  later,  I  still 
knew  nothing  of  my  condition.  I  reasoned, 
however,  that  if  this  rate  of  deterioration 
continued,  I  would  be  dead  within  six 
months.  Around  this  time,  a  few  articles 
began  showing  up  in  the  newspapers  about 
“chronic  mono”  and  my  symptoms  fit  the 
typical  pattern.  Now  I  had  a  name  for  my 
problem. 

Beyond  the  name  and  the  occasional  sup¬ 
port  meeting,  however,  I  was  reluctant  to 
identify  with  a  new  disease.  As  a  profes¬ 
sional  in  the  holistic  health  field,  I  knew  all 
about  trendy  diseases  and  conditions:  in  the 
’70s  everybody  was  hypoglycemic;  in  the 
’80s  we  have  allergies.  I  thought,  “Some¬ 
body  else  can  be  the  first  one  on  the  block  to 
suffer  with  the  disease  of  the  ’90s.” 

I  also  knew  that  the  sick  role  carries  with  it 
some  “secondary  benefits,”  as  Freud  put  it, 
that  reinforce  the  behavior  of  the  sick  per¬ 
son.  The  “sick”  are  able  to  get  attention, 
avoid  work  and  responsibility,  and  shape 
Continued  on  page  1 2 
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AIDS,  even  though  it  is  all  related.” 

Noel  Brooks  of  ACT  UP/Boston  told 
GCN,  “ACT  UP  is  here  today  because  we 
are  absolutely,  totally,  completely  in  favor 
of  treatment  on  demand.  We,  however,  vio¬ 
lently  oppose  those  assholes  who  [do  not 
support  distribution  of]  needles  and  bleach, 
because  we  also  are  in  favor  of  those 
things.” 

The  controversy  regarding  clean  needles 
accessibility  in  Massachusetts  extends 
beyond  grassroots  drug  recovery  workers 
and  AIDS  activists  to  city  and  state  officials. 
Governor  Michael  Dukakis  and  DPH  Com¬ 
missioner  Deborah  Prothrow-Stith  have  not 
supported  needle  exchange  and  non-pre¬ 
scription  sales.  Yet  several  members  of  the 
Governor’s  Task  Force  on  AIDS  and 
Boston  Mayor  Ray  Flynn  have  spoken  in 
favor  of  clean  needle  programs. 

Before  the  Coalition  began  marching, 
Graylan  EIlis-Hagler  of  the  Church  of  the 
United  Community,  led  the  crowd  in  a  pray¬ 
er  asking  that  demonstrators  deliver  their 
message  effectively  so  that  legislators  will 
understand  the  need  for  increased  substance 
abuse  rehabilitation  funding.  “Spirit  that 
watches  over  us,  spirit  that  keeps  us,  spirit 
that  urges  us  to  go  on  to  tell  the  state,  to  tell 
the  city  that  we  are  somebody  and  we  are  the 
experts  you  need  to  be  listening  to,”  said 
Ellis-Hagler,  “....so  that  all  of  those  politi¬ 
cians  that  play  political  games  will  under¬ 
stand...  that  we  are  a  sea  whose  tide  will  wash 
over  them  if  they  don’t  see  the  righteousness 
of  our  demands.” 

Activists  started  their  trek  to  the  State- 
house  at  1 :00,  carrying  pink  and  yellow  bal¬ 
loons  and  signs  that  read,  “Tratamiento  un 
durectio”  and  “Rehabilitation,  Not  In¬ 
carceration.”  At  different  points,  they 
briefly  blocked  major  intersections,  shout¬ 
ing,  “We  all  must  stand,  treatment  on  de¬ 
mand!” 

As  marchers  neared  the  Statehouse,  they 
chanted,  “We  want  what  Kitty  got,”  in 
reference  to  Governor  Dukakis’  wife’s  re¬ 
cent  stay  in  a  substance  abuse  clinic.  Some¬ 
one  posted  a  sign  on  the  State  House  fence 
that  read,  “Kitty  Knows  The  Score.” 

Several  who  attended  said  that  politi¬ 
cians’  refusal  to  recognize  addiction  as  a 
disease  prevents  drug  addicts  from  receiving 
the  care  they  need.  According  to  Saunders, 
“Addiction  is  similar  to  AIDS.  It  don’t  care 
what  color  you  are,  what  age  you  are,  if 
you’re  rich,  white,  poor,  Black,  in  the  com¬ 
munity  or  out  of  the  community.  It  don’t 
care  if  you’re  E.T.;  addiction  will  grab 
you.” 

One  woman  admonished,  “We  talk  about 
addiction  being  a  disease.  Addiction  [is  also] 
a  terrible  injustice,  and  it’s  been  done  by  this 
society  to  many  people....  Addiction  is  a 
disease,  yet  we  don’t  put  others  sick  with 
other  diseases  into  jails  or  prisons.” 

Prothrow-Stith  told  the  crowd  that  DPH 
is  making  progress  as  it  continues  to  handle 
increasing  numbers  of  drug  recovery  cases, 
but  she  also  noted  that  the  list  of  people 
waiting  for  treatment  is  longer  than  ever. 
She  was  cheered  on  by  the  crowd  as  she  said, 
“The  Department  of  Public  Health  is  your 
partner  in  this.” 

Prothrow-Stith  asserted  that  “AIDS  is 
spreading  faster  among  addicts  than  any 
other  group.”  She  added  that,  aside  from 
IV  drug  users  contracting  HIV  from  shared 
needles,  there  are  several  other  drug-related 
deaths.  She  referred  to  a  3-year-old  Lowell 
boy  who  was  recently  killed,  allegedly  beat¬ 
en  to  death  by  his  mother’s  drug-addicted 
boyfriend.  According  to  Prothrow-Stith, 
the  man  had  applied  for  drug  treatment 
three  weeks  before  the  child  was  killed.  She 
said,  “If  he  had  been  able  to  get  treatment, 
maybe  that  boy  would  still  be  alive.” 

Speakers  criticized  policymakers’  lack  of 
understanding  about  addiction  and  their  in¬ 
adequate  responses  to  the  problem.  James 
“Whitey”  Killarkey,  a  drug  and  alcohol 
hotline  volunteer  and  recovering  alcoholic, 
told  the  crowd  that  what  several  politicians 
refer  to  as  the  “’war  on  drugs’  [is]  all 
baloney  [because]  they’re  forgetting  the  fact 
that  alcohol  is  a  drug.”  Killarkey  explained, 
“Every  time  they  say,  ‘You  know,  we  don’t 
have  enough  [funds]  with  AIDS  going  on 
and  we  don’t  have  IV  drug  abuse  beds’  — 
and  that’s  true,  we  don’t.  But  instead  of 
[allocating]  more  money  to  fund  these  beds, 
they  take  away  alcohol  beds.” 

Katie  Portis,  director  of  Women,  Inc.  in 
Roxbury,  said,  “I  want  to  say  something 
about  the  ‘Just  Say  No’  campaign.  If 
somebody’s  got  an  Uzi  stuck  in  your  face. 


‘just  say  no’  isn’t  going  to  stop  them  from 
taking  your  money.”  Portis  continued, 
“‘Just  say  no’  isn’t  going  to  work;  we  need 
money.  They’re  taxing  us  for  everything 
else.  We  need  some  of  that  money  for 
us.”  □ 

Actions 

Continued  from  page  I 
Eibhlyn. 

In  Boston,  members  of  MASS  ACT  OUT 
held  a  rush-hour  AIDS  awareness  action  at 
Copley  Square  May  12.  Activists  distributed 
condoms  and  safer  sex  information  to 
passersby  while  others  mounted  ladders  in  a 
daring  attempt  to  put  giant  “condoms”  on 
nearby  phallic  lightposts  and  obelisks. 

Chicago  missed  the  designated  dates,  but 
according  to  activist  Ferd  Eggan,  the  group 
there  is  planning  to  get  on  city  buses  May  20 
and  replace  the  city’s  AIDS  information  ads 
with  their  own.  “The  ones  currently  on  the 
buses  show  a  condom  and  say  ‘Don’t  think 
of  it  as  birth  control,  think  of  it  as  death 
control,’”  he  said.  “We  have  nine  different 
ads  that  deal  with  various  aspects  of  safer 
sex  and  needle  and  drug  hygiene,”  said  Eg¬ 
gan. 

On  to  Montreal 

ACT  NOW’s  Eibhlyn  was  not  the  only  ac¬ 
tivist  to  express  optimism  about  the  coming 
international  gathering  in  Montreal.  The 
reason  ACT  NOW  will  be  able  to  hold  a 
steering  committee  meeting  is  in  part  due  to 
the  large  numbers  of  AIDS  activists  ex¬ 
pected  to  turn  out  for  the  international  con¬ 
ference. 

Joe  Clark,  a  member  of  the  Toronto- 
based  group  AIDS  Action  Now,  described 
his  group’s  efforts  to  coordinate  and 
facilitate  the  various  acts  of  protest  expected 
at  the  huge  annual  meeting  of  “AIDS  ex¬ 
perts.”  Clark  said  that  the  group  will  pro¬ 
vide  activists  in  Montreal  a  media  center  and 
meeting  place.  He  said  the  group  has 
developed  “high-tech”  strategies  to 
facilitate  protest  actions  that  include  cellular 
phone-equipped  “moles”  working  inside 
the  conference  who  can  relay  information  to 
waiting  protesters  outside  the  conference 
halls. 

He  said  the  actions  planned  for  the  con¬ 
ference  had  still  not  been  finalized  and 
would  depend  on  the  schedules  and 
priorities  of  the  activists  who  come  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  Some  action  will  take  place  on  Sun¬ 
day,  June  4,  when  a  large  contingent  from 
ACT  UP/New  York  is  expected  to  be  pre¬ 
sent.  But  Clark  said  no  decisions  have  been 
made  about  whether  civil  disobedience  will 
be  employed,  since  many  of  the  activists  will 
be  non-Canadian  citizens,  and  possibly  sub¬ 
ject  to  deportation  or  other  harsh  govern¬ 
ment  action. 

The  centerpiece  of  the  Montreal  protests, 
according  to  Clark  and  AIDS  Action  Now 
Chair  Tim  McCaskell,  will  be  the  demand 
for  acceptance  of  a  document  called  the 
“Montreal  Manifesto.”  Still  in  draft  stage, 
the  document  is  an  “International  Declara¬ 
tion  of  the  Rights  of  People  with  HIV 
Disease,”  written  largely  by  ACT  UP/NY 
and  AIDS  Action  Now. 

Clark  told  GCN  that  his  group  is  still  in¬ 
terested  in  hearing  from  activists  who  want 
their  concerns  expressed  at  the  Montreal 
gathering,  whether  or  not  they  plan  on  at¬ 
tending.  He  also  said  the  group  seeks  feed¬ 
back  on  the  Manifesto,  and  that  those  in¬ 
terested  in  seeing  it  and  giving  input  should 
contact  AIDS  Action  Now. 

Eibhlyn  said  he  hoped  the  actions  and 
meetings  in  Montreal  would  help  U.S.  ac¬ 
tivists  set  a  national  focus  that  he  hopes 
“will  grow  organically  from  local  groups. 
We  need  to  establish  a  vital  network  that  is 
respectful  of  and  responsible  to  local 
priorities.” 

Many  U.S.  activists  will  be  eager  to  hear 
the  outcome  of  the  ACT  NOW  steering 
committee  meeting,  especially  given  that  the 
coalition  has  lacked  cohesion  since  the  FDA 
action.  According  to  Eibhlyn,  some 
members  of  ACT  UP/NY  —  by  far  the 
largest  and  oldest  AIDS  activist  group  — 
have  said  they  plan  to  attend  the  steering 
committee  meeting  in  an  unofficial  capaci¬ 
ty.  Since  October,  ACT  UP/NY  has 
distanced  itself  from  the  ACT  NOW  net¬ 
work,  pursuing  its  own  agenda  and 
establishing  relationships  with  other  groups 
individually. 

“For  the  last  two  years  [AIDS  activists] 
have  been  exploring  what  it  means  to  work 
together,”  said  Eibhlyn.  “I  hope  we  come 
out  of  Montreal  having  heard  each  other 
and  stressing  our  common  goals.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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Recently,  we  took  a  very  nice  trip  to  Italv. 
Of  course,  we  brought  back  souvenirs. 


750  Memorial  Drive,  Cambridge.  868-7222. 

Next  to  Stop  &  Shopi  Free  Parking.  W„  F.:  10-7.  Th.:  10-9.  Sat.:  10-6.  Sun.:  12-6. 


Not  long  ago,  we  traveled  to  Milan  for  the  famous  Salone  del  Mobile,  the  most 
extravagant  furniture  show  anywhere.  There,  we  saw  chairs  that  were  the  latest 
definition  of  Italian  taste  and  style.  Chairs  that  were  affordable.  Chairs  that  were 
not  so  affordable.  Chairs  we  just  had  to  have  in  our  store. 

Hnfortunately,  most  of  these  chairs  are  made  by  manufacturers  who  have  never 
exported  to  the  U.S.  before.  So,  we  imported  them  ourselves.  We  dealt  with  Italian 
banks,  Italian  shipping  companies  and  an  Italian  longshoremen’s  strike. 

Finally,  we  are  happy  to 
announce,  the  chairs  have 
arrived.  A  freighter  con¬ 
tainer  filled  with  chairs 
you  could  never  find  in 
Boston  before. 

The  pigeons,  we  also  are 
happy  to  announce,  stayed 
home. 
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Support  groups  now  forming  at 
Project  Aware  for  individuals  with 
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(ARC),  and  those  who  have  tested 
HIV  positive. 
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Sick  and  tired 
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Treatment 

Pratt  has  also  turned  to  Eastern  medicine 
for  help.  “My  own  experience  in  practicing 
Western  medicine  makes  me  pretty  skeptical 
about  Western  medicine,  and  the  way  1  was 
treated  by  Western  doctors  when  I  was  first 
diagnosed  was  not  encouraging.”  She  warns 
others  to  be  wary  of  getting  “dragged 
through  the  Western  medical  wringer.  Most 
Western  doctors  can’t  handle  people  with  an 
illness  that  you  can’t  cure  with  a  drug. 
We’ve  all  been  socialized  to  think  that  you 
can  be  cured  by  taking  a  pill.” 

People  with  CFIDS  typically  receive  pain 
relievers,  anti-depressants,  and  anti¬ 
inflammatories  from  the  Western  medical 
drug  cabinet,  but  none  have  a  great  deal  of 
success.  Geiger  of  Brigham  and  Women’s 
Hospital  reports  that  Komaroff  is  currently 
dispensing  amitriplylin,  a  low  dose  anti¬ 
depressant,  and  kutapressin,  a  drug  made  of 
liver  extract  used  to  treat  skin  conditions. 
“We’re  having  mixed  reports  [of  their  effec¬ 
tiveness]  at  this  point,”  she  says. 

The  San  Francisco  Chronicle  relates  the 
success  of  physician  Carol  Jessop  at  treating 
people  with  CFIDS  in  her  El  Cerrito,  Calif, 
practice  with  ketoconzale,  a  drug  used  to 
treat  the  fungus  infection  candidiasis,  or 
thrush.  Nine  hundred  people  with  CFIDS 
received  ketoconzale,  and  of  those,  529 
claim  to  be  back  to  original  health,  while  261 
others  say  they  are  markedly  improved. 

The  New  York  Native  has  reported  on  the 
helpful  properties  of  the  Japanese  shiitake 
mushroom.  Two  extracts  from  the 
mushroom,  LEM  (Lentinus  edodes 
mycelium)  and  lentinan,  are  said  to 
stimulate  the  responses  of  the  immune 
system. 

People  with  CFIDS  also  participate  in 
AIDS  Buyer’s  Clubs  where  they  can  obtain 
drugs,  vitamins  and  herbs  at  reduced  prices. 
Terry  Beswick,  executive  director  of  one 
such  group,  the  Healing  Alternatives  Foun¬ 
dation  in  S.F.,  says  people  with  CFIDS  do 
stop  in  to  learn  more  about  the  illness  from 
the  Foundation’s  research  materials  and  to 
pick  up  the  vitamin-rich  spirulina,  and  the 
energy-boosters  co-enzyme  q-10  and  ger¬ 
manium. 

Carefully  regulated  diets  with  little  or  no 
sugar  and  dairy  products  reportedly  help, 
too.  Many  people  with  CFIDS  experiment 
with  nutritional  changes  and  say  they  bring 
some  relief  from  a  number  of  symptoms,  in¬ 
cluding  headaches. 

New  theories  about  the  cause  of  CFIDS 

Those  searching  for  the  cause  of  CFIDS 
have  had  little  more  success  than  those  sear¬ 
ching  for  better  treatments.  Lots  of  theories 
are  being  tossed  around,  however,  one  of 
which  posits  that  CFIDS  is  not  a  completely 
new  illness. 

CFIDS-like  syndromes  have  been  making 
an  appearance  for  over  a  century.  Some  of 
these  syndromes  have  been  described  as 
following  acute  infections  of 
mononucleosis,  and  others  have  been  blam¬ 
ed  on  anemia,  hypoglycemia,  environmen¬ 
tal  allergies,  or  candidiasis.  Another  similar 
illness  is  called  fibrositis  or  fibromyalgia, 
thought  to  occur  in  response  to  any  of 
several  infectious  agents  (Salit,  1985)  and  to 
affect  from  three  to  six  million  people  in  the 
U.S.  (Goldenberg,  1987). 

At  an  April  15  conference  on  CFIDS  in 
San  Francisco  sponsored  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Health,  the  S.F.  Medical  Society 
and  the  medical  and  nursing  schools  at  the 
University  of  Calif,  at  S.F.,  500  health  care 
professionals  discussed  these  and  many 
other  theories.  One  of  those  present  was 
Paul  Cheney,  one  of  the  doctors  who  first 
alerted  other  doctors  to  the  syndrome.  As 
reported  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times ,  he 
speculates  that  CFIDS  may  be  an  older  il¬ 
lness  that  has  evolved  and  now  invades  the 
body  with  the  help  of  a  co-factor. 

Komaroff  also  attended  the  conference 
and  suggested  something  similar,  that 
viruses  and  infectious  agents  from  days  gone 
by  are  for  some  reason  able  to  collect  in  the 
body  of  a  person  with  CFIDS.  Along  with 
others,  he  suspects  that  heredity,  toxins, 
stress,  and  allergies  may  work  in  concert 
with  these  invaders. 

Komaroff  has  done  research  with 
Dharam  Ablashi,  a  doctor  at  the  National 
Cancer  Institute  in  Bethesda,  Md.,  who  said 
that  a  virus  named  HHV-6  (Human  Herpes 
Virus-6),  also  known  as  HBLV  (Human 
B-Lymphotrophic  Virus),  may  play  a  role  in 
the  syndrome.  Antibodies  to  the  virus  have 
been  found  in  people  with  CFIDS,  and  have 
also  been  found  in  people  with  AIDS, 
leading  to  the  suggestion  that  CFIDS  and 
AIDS  may  be  different  points  on  the  same 
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spectrum.  Charles  Ortleb,  of  the  New  York 
Native ,  proposes  that  AIDS  and  CFIDS 
may  both  be  caused  by  HBLV,  which  he 
believes  is  the  same  thing  as  African  Swine 
Fever  Virus.  He  postulates  that  the  only  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  two  immune  illnesses  is  that 
people  with  AIDS  also  have  syphilis.  (See 
Christopher  Street,  #131  and  GCN,  April  2, 
1989  on  syphilis  and  AIDS). 

Some  researchers  think  that  HHV-6  can 
attack  and  kill  the  helper  cells  of  the  immune 
system.  Ablashi  says  that  studies  show  these 
helper  cells  are  especially  susceptible  to  a 
pair  of  viruses  in  collusion  with  each  other. 
EBV  and  HHV-6  have  been  suggested  as  the 
infectious  duo. 

Jan  Montgomery  is  not  completely  con¬ 
vinced.  “What  we’re  thinking  more  and 
more  now  is  that  HHV-6  is  just  another  op¬ 
portunistic  infection,”  as  both  EBV  and 
CMV  (Cytomegalovirus)  may  be.  She 
speculates  that  the  CFIDS-causing  agent 
may  be  a  member  of  the  retrovirus  family,  a 
group  of  viruses  that  includes  HIV  and  that 
disrupts  the  immune  system,  thereby  leaving 
the  body  open  to  various  infections. 

Another  researcher  suggests  that  some 
other  type  of  infectious  agent  is  attacking 
the  immune  system.  Jay  Levy,  a  doctor  at 
the  University  of  Calif,  at  S.F.  who  has  done 
extensive  research  on  AIDS,  is  part  of  a  task 
force  at  UCSF  looking  into  the  cause  of 
CFIDS.  He  suggests  that  CFIDS  may  bear 
some  relation  to  multiple  sclerosis  or  auto¬ 
immune  diseases  like  rheumatoid  arthritis  or 
systemic  lupus,  but  he  is  not  at  all  sure  how 
they  may  be  related. 

The  answers  are  surely  not  yet  in,  but  peo¬ 
ple  with  CFIDS  are  far  from  giving  up.  Mar- 
quardt  speaks  of  PISD  as  a  hopeful  sign  of 
“an  upsurge  of  people  really  pushing  for 
health  care,”  not  just  relating  to  AIDS  and 
CFIDS,  but  to  other  diseases  like  cancer  as 
well. 

Pam  Bemis  is  hopeful  as  well.  She  says,  “I 
feel  like  I  will  be  rid  of  this  sometime, 
hopefully  not  too  far  off  in  the  future.”  She 
describes  a  “huge  difference”  for  the  better 
in  her  health  since  a  year  ago.  “1  think  peo¬ 
ple  need  to  hear  that  people  do  get  better. 
It’s  a  long  battle,  but  you  just  have  to  keep 
pushing.  There  are  some  people  who  beat 
AIDS,  so  we  can  beat  this.” 

For  more  information,  contact  The  CFIDS 
Association,  Community  Health  Services, 
1401  E.  St.,  Charlotte,  NC  28204. 
704/362-2343. 

Stephanie  Poggi  contributed  to  this  article. 


Affluent? 

Continued  from  page  2 

naires  returned  by  4,164  readers  of  gay 
magazines  in  San  Francisco,  Boston,  Dallas, 
Los  Angeles,  Houston,  New  York,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  Chicago.”  Rivendale  repre¬ 
sents  all  of  the  papers  in  which  the  question¬ 
naires  appeared.  Average  household  income 
of  the  respondents  was  $55,430,  leading 
Billboard  to  the  conclusion  that  “it  is  not 
surprising  that  this  demographic  buys  more 
records  and  videocassettes  per  capita  than 
does  the  overall  population.” 

Ellen  Ruzinsky,  vice  president  of  Sim¬ 
mons,  acknowledged  that  the  research  com¬ 
pany  has  no  way  of  knowing  how  many  of 
the  respondents  are  gay,  or,  if  they  are 
“typical”  of  the  gay  community.  But  Joe  Di 
Sabato,  president  of  Rivendaly,  maintains, 
“Because  of  the  large  cross-section  of  peo¬ 
ple  reading  these  publications,  we  feel  it  is 
representative  of  the  gay  market.” 

□  Jennie  McKnight 
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Talking  sex 

Continued  from  back  page 
cidence  of  spontaneous  erections  and  a 
longer  period  of  recovery  after  orgasm.  Sid¬ 
ney  and  Oliver  (he  of  the  multiple-orgasms- 
a-day  behavior)  found  themselves  at  op¬ 
posite  ends  of  the  spectrum.  My  heart  went 
out  to  Sidney,  whom  I  had  previously  dislik¬ 
ed,  when  he  said  “things  change”  and  that 
even  though  he  thinks  about  sex  more  than 
ever,  the  part  of  him  that  can  act  on  those 
thoughts  is  “dying.” 

The  Boston  Film  Cooperative  is  to  be 
commended  for  encouraging  the  discussion 
in  this  video  among  people  who  ordinarily 
wouldn’t  be  having  this  type  of  communica¬ 
tion  at  all.  No  doubt  this  thought-provoking 
production  will  inspire  all  sorts  of  in¬ 
teresting  conversations  among  the  people 
who  see  it.  Because  talking  about  people 
talking  about  sex  is  important.  □ 

Peter  Layden 

Continued  from  centerspread 
new  identities. 

1  knew  I  had  to  walk  that  thin  line  be¬ 
tween  treating  my  condition  as  some  objec¬ 
tive  and  material  thing  that  1  could  see  and 
handle,  and  dealing  with  it  as  intangible,  un¬ 
named  and  intimately  related  to  the  whole 
of  my  psychophysical,  social  and  spiritual 
life. 

In  the  former  view,  my  condition  is  purely 
biological;  it  is  as  if  1  have  been  invaded 
from  without,  through  whatever  viruses, 
bacteria  or  toxins  have  attacked  me.  The 
problem  here  is  that  my  condition  is  then 
made  impersonal.  I  lose  a  great  deal  of  con¬ 
trol  of  my  future,  and  I  avoid  facing  up  to 
unhealthy  choices  I’ve  made  in  the  past. 

But  the  latter  view  has  its  own  problems. 
Identifying  too  closely  with  a  disease,  you 
can  start  to  believe  that  you  can’t  live 
without  it.  Also,  identifying  the  entire  array 
of  causes  and  effects  of  the  condition  as 
related  to  my  whole  self  can  make  forward 
movement  seem  overwhelming. 

For  the  most  part  I’ve  chosen  to  avoid  the 
illness  label  when  it  becomes  clear  that  I  can 
get  along  in  a  situation  without  special  con¬ 
sideration.  My  strategy  involves  checking  in 
with  sympathetic  others  when  I  feel  the 
need,  and  reading  the  occasional  article  to 
keep  up  with  the  latest  information. 

One  place  where  I  do  need  consideration 
is  with  friends  who  remember  me  as  some¬ 
one  with  lots  of  energy  available.  I  ’ve  gotten 
very  angry  and  frustrated  explaining  over 
and  over  that  I  don’t  want  to  “go  out”  in 
the  evening.  And  after  a  period  of  several 
weeks  of  feeling  especially  rotten,  when 
work  is  piling  up,  and  good  attitudes  seem 
hard  to  generate,  I  need  people  in  my  life 
who  can  understand.  In  fact,  I  have  friends 
that  tell  me  that  I  don’t  do  enough  to  pro¬ 
tect  and  mend  myself. 

In  addition  to  walking  the  label/don’t 
label  tightrope,  I  take  care  of  myself  with  a 
combination  of  positive  and  negative  steps. 
Positive  steps  are  those  things  I  actively 
choose  to  do  to  meet  my  needs  and  help  my 
health.  Negative  steps  are  those  unhealthy 
things  I  avoid  and  those  blocks  I  try  to 
remove  that  help  positive  things  come  into 
my  life. 

In  the  positive  arena,  I  eat  well;  1  do  lots 
of  hugging  and  touching;  1  move  and  play  at 
work;  I  experience  the  joy  and  satisfaction 
of  creative  activities.  1  try  to  use  my  mind  to 
its  best  advantage,  which  is  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  step,  because  my  mind  is  potentially  the 
most  destructive  part  of  me.  I  look  for  crea¬ 
tive  solutions  to  problems,  win-win  out¬ 
comes,  and  visions  of  myself  as  healthy  and 
happy. 

In  the  negative  arena,  I  avoid  alcohol  and 
drugs  and  certain  foods.  I  stay  away  from 
people,  places,  things  and  events  that  don’t 
contribute  to  my  well-being.  1  let  go  of  the 
manipulative  part  of  my  mind  and  allow  my¬ 
self  to  feel  what’s  happening  inside  me,  even 
if  the  feeling  is  unpleasant.  1  allow  people 
and  things  to  come  into  my  life,  nourishing 
me  in  ways  that  1  had  learned  to  ignore 
through  some  very  early  “programming.” 

It’s  been  three  years  since  I  first  got  sick, 
and  at  least  50  percent  of  my  energy  and 
abilities  are  back.  Frequently,  I  ask  myself 
whether  it’s  all  my  fault  that  I  got  so  sick. 
Certainly  the  crazy  lifestyle  1  was  leading 
contributed  to  the  breakdown  of  various 
health-related  systems.  On  the  other  hand, 
even  after  I  was  forced  to  slow  down,  the 
assault  of  the  disease  continued,  due  to  the 
effect  of  whatever  combination  of  viruses, 
toxins  or  mistreatment.  Nothing  1  did  seem¬ 
ed  to  interrupt  the  process  of  deterioration. 
I  was  sick  and  tired  of  being  sick  and  tired! 

What  I  see  now  is  that  I  can  be  totally  re¬ 


sponsible,  both  in  the  sense  of  doing  all  I  can 
to  take  care  of  myself  today,  and  to  the 
degree  that  I  take  a  good  soft  look  at  the  un¬ 
workable  life  patterns  that  I  allowed  to 
conspire  with  some  uninvited  parasitic 
creatures  and  untoward  environmental  in¬ 
fluences. 

Some  days  I  still  struggle  and  suffer.  But 
more  and  more  1  find  that  spark  inside,  out 
of  which  flows  enthusiasm  and  love  and 
playfulness,  as  well  as  a  sense  of  gratitude 
for  the  opportunity  to  uncover  and  redis¬ 
cover  the  richness  of  life,  even  in  the  midst 
of  limitations.  □ 

Partners 

Continued  from  page  I 

The  filing  process 

Because  the  list  of  partners  who  register  at 
City  Hall  will  become  public  record,  those 
who  wish  their  partnerships  to  remain  con¬ 
fidential  may  sign  the  form  before  a  notary 
public  or  judge  under  penalty  of  perjury. 

Filing  the  form  at  City  Hall  will  cost  $35 
—  the  same  as  the  cost  of  a  marriage  license 
in  San  Francisco  —  $25  of  which  will  be  used 


Harry  Britt 


to  cover  the  cost  of  the  Human  Rights  Com¬ 
missions’s  preparation  of  the  informational 
packet.  The  remaining  $10.00  will  be 
dispersed  between  the  City  Clerk’s  office 
and  the  Mayor’s  Task  Force  on  Domestic 
Violence.  (Community  United  Against 
Violence,  which  has  a  program  to  combat 
gay  and  lesbian  domestic  violence,  is  funded 
through  this  program.) 

Requirements  for  domestic  partners  man¬ 
date  that  neither  person  may  be  married,  the 
two  can’t  be  related  in  a  way  that  would 
preclude  marriage  in  California,  and  both 
must  be  18  years  or  older.  They  must  also 
live  together,  sharing  basic  living  expenses, 
although  both  or  either  may  have  an  addi¬ 
tional  residency.  San  Francisco  residents  are 
eligible,  as  are  couples  where  one  partner 
works  in  the  city. 

San  Francisco  is  not  the  first  city  to  draw 
up  domestic  partners  legislation.  Three 
California  cities  —  Berkeley,  West 
Hollywood,  and  Santa  Cruz  —  all  have 
some  form  of  alternative  families  legisla¬ 
tion,  and  Madison,  Wise,  is  presently  grap¬ 
pling  with  the  concept  as  well.  In  addition, 
unions  have  included  domestic  partners  in 
their  health  care  packages,  as  has  the 
American  Psychological  Association,  the 
Village  Voice ,  and  the  Northern  California 
Chapter  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union. 

Berkeley  has  had  domestic  partners 
legislation  since  1984.  According  to  Steve 
Rutherford,  who  manages  Berkeley’s 
benefits  programs,  108  people  have  signed 
up  as  domestic  partners  and  receive  health 
benefits  from  the  city.  Of  those,  only  17  are 
gay  men  or  lesbians.  Rutherford  said 
premiums  increased  two  to  two  and  one-half 
percent  when  domestic  partners  were  added 
to  Berkeley’s  health  insurance  rolls,  because 
of  insurance  companies’  uncertainty  as  to 
the  effect  of  these  new  participants. 

Robert  Zimmerman,  an  administrator  for 
Kaiser  Permanente,  which  serves  some  of 
Berkeley’s  employees,  said  there  is  no  way 
of  knowing  whether  this  was  the  correct  ad¬ 
justment:  “Out  of  a  membership  of 
2,100,000  people,  we  have  exactly  18 
domestic  partners  enrolled  [at  Kaiser).  It’s 
not  a  number  from  which  you  can  really 
draw  any  far-reaching  conclusions.”  □ 
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LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 

LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISICJn. 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 

ivnnvmT v 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  E.  LEATH.  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  A  ve. 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway,  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T,W,F,Sat  10-6,  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT  06856. 
National  gay  &  lesbian  book 
club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Earle  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 

COUNSEUNG 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta 
Boston.  MA  02101 


ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  021 15 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

EATING  DISORDERS 
Ind.  &  Group 

Ongoing  therapy  group  for 
lesbian  &  bisexual  women  with 
anorexia,  bulimia  &  compulsive 
eating  issues.  Call  for 
interview. 

Valery  Rockwell,  M.Ed. 

492-7843 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St, 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60/!  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395,9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq..  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  021 18 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th„  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health,  Research, 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  HOSPITAL 
MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  senisitve  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  498-1660  for  appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay  &  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

).).  BODNER  INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  Ma.  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  Ma.  02105 
I  800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227  7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 


MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well-balanced, 
delicious  macrobiotic  meals. 
Also,  special  diets  for  life- 
threatening  illnesses.  Delivery! 
references.  Call  Mary  277-8087 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish.  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Hunungton  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000.  X  298 
M  Sat.,  12-7 


236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing, 

Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston’s  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  II 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community,  523-7664 

St.  Paul's  Western  Orthodox 
Church 

351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass  every  Sun.  5:30pm 
Serving  the  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Comm. 

Unitarian  Universalis! 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  —  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
P  O  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
508/546-7252 


WOMEN'S  NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 

Th  8pm-2am.  F  4pm-2am.  Sat 
9pm- 2am 


CLASSIFIEDS 

PERSONALS _ |  ANNOUNCEMENTS  1  HELP  WANTED  |  SERVICES 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  .  Gay  Community  News.  62  Berkeley  St..  Boston.  MA 
021 16.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

Professional  lesbian;  36,  hot,  fat.  femme,  tall.  loud,  lov¬ 
ing.  outrageous,  sweet,  spiritual,  clean  and  sober. 
Comes  with  radical  politics  and  working  class  ethics. 
Looking  for  butch,  kiki,  androgenous  or  jocky  women 
who  aren’t  afraid  of  anv  of  the  above.  Write  GCN  Box 
356; _ (50) 

WBiF  29  social  drinker,  smoker,  seeks  other  female  for 
friendship  and  maybe  more.  Enjoy  music,  animals,  in- 
timate  dinners,  rainy  nights.  Write  GCN  Box  355.  (46) 

LF  seeks  LF  30-plus  who  knows  the  difference  between 
Ellen  Goodman  and  Emma  Goldman,  Tom  Wolfe  and 
Thomas  Wolfe,  r.d.  laing  and  k.d.  lang.  P.O.  44-1544, 
W.  Somerville,  MA  02144. _ (44) 

Deep  in  the  heart  of  T exas  resides  a  stable  and  loving  gay 
male  couple  wishing  to  become  parents;  searching  for 
single  woman  or  lesbian  couple  for  legal  surrogate  ar¬ 
rangement.  Call  (713)  999-4933  (collect  calls  accepted). 
_ (45) 

S.W.H.,  jr. 

Let’s  make  a  date  to  play  Jacks.  I'll  bring  the  lo-cal  Pop 
Tarts.  They’re  natural. _ (43) 

DANNY, TlY  BOSTON  LOVE-MAN 

I  love  to  be  with  you,  and  I  can’t  wait  to  bring  you  back 
with  me. 

_ Your  Philadelphia  Teddy-Bear,  Don _ (43) 

Motherhood?  JM  41,  accomplished,  fairly  normal, 
(Yes,  FITLV-III  Ncg.)  seeks  Jewish  L/Bi  woman  to  ex¬ 
plore  having  a  child  and  parenting  options.  Let’s  talk! 
GCN  Box  352. _ (43) 

GCN's  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer 
to  help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Jennie  or  Judy  at  GCN,  426-4469, 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


QUEENS  COLLEGE  OF  CHARLOTTE,  N.C: 

Forming  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alumni  Association.  Open  to  pre¬ 
sent  students,  faculty,  staff  as  well  as  alums.  For  more  info, 
call  (703)  591-8982  or  write  GALA,  2007  Powhatan  Rd.. 
Hyattsville,  MD  20782. _ _ (43) 

ENDING  RELATIONSHIPS 

Short-term  therapy  group  now  forming  for  lesbians  coming 
out  of  relationships.  Come  validate  your  feelings  and  discover 
skills  and  resources.  Put  closure  on  the  old  and  move  toward 
new  beginnings.  Anita  Fast,  Ph.D.  (617)  924-6204. _ (43) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 

_ (17,20) 

Flatpickers  and  fiddlers  wanted  for  cooperative  jamming  star¬ 
ting  in  June.  If  you'd  like  to  swap  and  trade  leads  please  write 
Box  550  _ (43) 


GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  new  dept  seeks  a  iolunreer 
to  wtite  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/  week  (flexible).  Call  Kell)  at  426-4469  for  more  info,  (C) 


HELP  WANTED 


ADVOCATES  FOR  BATTERED  WOMEN 

Daybreak,  an  agency  for  battered  women  and  their 
children  seeks  two  fulltime  positons:  Ad¬ 
vocate/Resource  for  Lesbians  which  involves:  staffing 
shelter,  advocacy  and  groups.  Flouse  manager  involves: 
staffing  shelter  and  house  maintenance.  Apply  by  June 
1st  to  Program  Director,  Daybreak,  75B  Grove  St.,  Rm 
154,  Wore.  M A  01605.  AA/EOE. _  (44) 


PEOPLE  WITH 
AIDS 

NEED  YOU 


If  you're  interested  in  providing  health  care  to  people  with  AIDS. 
The  Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston  has  a  unique  opportu¬ 
nity.  Currently,  we  are  training  Home  Health  Aides  to  work  spe¬ 
cifically  with  people  with  AIDS.  We  will  certify  you  as  a  Home 
Health  Aide.  Serve  your  community  and  provide  personal  care 
to  people  who  need  your  help. 

•  Flexible  schedule 

•  Paid  training  provided 

•  Benefits  available 

Interested  candidates  should  call  |im  McCarthy,  RN,  at 
(617)  426-7950. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer 


Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 

100  Boylston  St..  Boston,  MA  02116 


The  Boston  Wom’s  Hlth.Bk. Collective  sks  feminist  with 
inti,  women  &  hlth  bkgrnd  for  p/t  pos  which  requires 
organizational  skill  .  Database  and  Spanish  skills  pref. 
Call  617-924-2681, _ (43) 

Work  for  peace  and  justice  in  Central  America  this  sum¬ 
mer.  CASA  is  hiring  for  evening  phone  canvass  posi¬ 
tions.  $7. 15/hr.  Call  492-8699,  ask  for  Malkal  or  Pam. 
_ (43) 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

EXCITING  OPPORTUNITY  TO  HELP  CHANGE  THE 
FUTURE! 

Newly  formed  Community  Research  Initiative  for  ex¬ 
perimental  AIDS  treatments  seeks  creative,  results 
oriented  individual  to  develop  and  administer  programs 
and  funding.  Fiscal  skills,  PR  abilities,  AIDS  knowledge 
and  community  organizing  experience  expected. 
Demonstrated  experience  with  diverse  populations 
essential.  5  years  administrative  experience  with  Masters 
degree  preferred.  Salary:  Mid-30’s  plus  benefits.  Send 
resume  and  cover  letter  by  May  26  to  Search  Committee, 
Community  Research  Initiative  of  New  England,  775 
Boylston  Suite  704,  Boston,  MA  02116. _ (43) 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 

My  heading  is 


Need  more  room!  |ust  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  2S«  per  word  (354  per  word  (or  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

^Non-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25® 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35®  for 
each  additional  word. 

S _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  (S3. 00  \  . 

□  Bold  (SI  .50  x _ 


My  category  is: 
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_ number  of  runs)  S 

.number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  S 

Discounts 

10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10*%  $  . 

2 1-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15®/b  S  . 
□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20°'o  $ 

]  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  S2  S 

Subtotal  S  . 

Box  service 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
S2  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

$ 
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□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

$ 

Subscriptions 
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□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

$ 
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Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□  $15  per  column  inch 
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inches  x  $15 

$ 
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Total  S 


ADDICTION  PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR 

Victory  House  is  seeking  an  individual  to 
coordinate  our  residential  evening  AIDS  and 
addiction  counseling  program.  Responsibili¬ 
ties  include:  individual  client  counseling, 
case  management,  group  counseling,  client 
treatment  planning,  evening  program  man¬ 
agement,  addiction  and  AIDS  education. 
SALARY:  $19,000. 

HOURS:  3:30  to  11:30  P.M.,  Monday- 
Friday. 

BENEFITS:  Full  individual  health  in¬ 
surance,  three  weeks  vacation,  holiday  and 
personal  time. 

QUALIFICATIONS:  Bachelor  s  degree 
with  one  year  experience  in  substance 
abuse  treatment;  or  a  minimum  of  three 
years  work  experience  in  the  addic- 
tions/AIDS  treatment  field. 

SEND  RESUME  TO:  Stan  Popowski, 
Victory  House,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  365, 

Boston,  MA  02118 

EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY/AFFIR¬ 
MATIVE  ACTION  M/F  EMPLOYER 


SERVICES 


PERSONAL  HEAtTH 

•General  Medical  Care  *Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  -232*1459. 


COCA  S/:  /  INC 
FOR  HOW  V 
Individual.  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4X61 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


JOIN  THE  GE  BOYCOTT 

INFACT’s  national  office  in  Boston  needs  people  com¬ 
mitted  to  peace  and  justice.  Be  part  of  this  dynamic  in¬ 
ternational  grassroots  effort  to  stop  production  and  pro¬ 
motion  of  nuclear  weapons.  Two  positions  available: 
Office  Manager/Development  Administrator  and  Book¬ 
keeper/Financial  Assistant.  Living  stipend,  health  and 
transportation  provided.  Women  and  people  of  color 
urged  to  apply.  For  more  information  contact  Kathy 
Pillsbury,  INFACT,  256  Hanover  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02113  (617)  742-4583.  Apply  ASAP! _ (44) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for 
america’s  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newsweekly,  GA  Y 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  Mass  021 16. _ 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 


93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


Susan  Greenwood 
_ LICSW _ 

Individual  and  group  therapy  for  les¬ 
bians.  Self-esteem,  coming  out,  rela¬ 
tionships,  alcohol/drug  abuse,  co¬ 
dependencies.  Consultation,  training 
and  supervision  available. 

On  Red  Line  Free  Parking 

Convenient  to  South  Shore 
and  Boston 

871-4987 


SOFT  SCRUB 

Gay  house  cleaners.  Cal!  Ken  or  Keith,  524-3189. 
References  available.  (44) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


EASY  PARKING  IN  SOMERVILLE 

L/Bi  F  sought  to  share  3  bdrm  apt.  in  Somerville.  15 
min.  to  HVD/lnman/Union  Sq’s.  June-Aug.  with  poss. 
year’s  lease.  625-9068. _  (43) 

HOMESTEAD  AVAILABLE 

LF  seeks  non-jaded  LF  30-plus  for  spacious  two 
bedroom  Winter  Hill  Somerville.  You  have  your  own 
life  but  like  company.  1  cat  okay.  666-0934,  $370-plus. 
_ (44) 

2  BiF  seek  F  for  co-op  to  join  or  start  Camb/Som  near  R 

Line  June  1  ecofeminist  friendly,  quiet.  Call  Debby 
868-3663,  Heidi  628-3685. _ (43) 

ILF  seeking  2LFs  for  spacious  3br  E. Arlington  condex; 
sunny,  quiet,  aesthetic,  yard,  storage,  MBTA,  near 
Capitol  Theatre;  nosmk,  no  pets,  no  excesses,  $450  incl 
ht.;  Tina  648-0970  lvmsg, _ (45) 

ROOMMATE/CAMBRIDGE 

Feminist  woman  for  I920's  style  apartment.  Beautiful 
hardwood  floors,  antique  furniture,  lots  of  space,  in¬ 
dependent  non-smoker.  Five  minutes  to  T.  Harvard 
Square.  Available  June  1.  $495-plus/month.  Ellen 
354-3966. _ (43) 

FREQUENT  FLYER  TO  NEW  YORK! 

Brooklyn  share  with  clean,  quiet,  discreet  lesbian  cou¬ 
ple.  Own  bedroom,  access  to  kitchen,  two  sitting  rooms. 
20  min  to  Wall  Street,  one  blk  from  train.  Apt.  faces 
700-acre  Prospect  Park.  $350/mo.  (718)  965-0477.  (43) 

SUMMER  SUBLET 

Lesbian  couple  looking  for  one  or  two  more  people 
(couple  fine).  2  rooms  available,  if  one  person  $200 
each,  2  people  $150  each.  Apt.  is  available  June  till 
Sept.,  possibly  longer.  In  West  Somerville.  Call  Patti 
666-3920. _ (43) 

LF  seeks  LF  to  share  smoke-free  home  in  Allston  near 
T.  Sauna,  deck,  garden,  W/D,  common  spaces,  two 
private  rooms  for  you.  $450/month  plus  utilities. 
Availabile  now.  783-3580. _ (43) 

LF  to  share  sunny  3BR  JP  semi-coop  near  T  and  Ar¬ 
boretum.  No  smoking.  Pets  are  fine.  $335-plus. 
522-4368.  _ _ _ _ _ J43) 

Seeking  two  women  to  share  cozy  3-br.  apt.  in  Cam- 
bridgeport.  Semi-coop.  $270-$280/mo.  includes  heat. 
Cats  okay.  Non-smokers  preferred.  Close  to  Cen- 
tral/Harvard  T,  Call  491-1124. _ (41) 

HOUSEMATE  WANTED 

3  LF  seek  mature  25-plus  LF  to  hsare  beaut,  spac.  single 

family  house  in  Dorchester  near  Ashmont  Station.  We 
are  a  pol.  conscious  house  of  women  who  provide  warm 
stable  environ.  Plenty  of  plants  and  sunshine.  $400  inc. 
all  utilities,  great  cook,  large  common  living  areas,  sun 
room  2nd  floor  deck  tat  stretches  into  trees  that  sur¬ 
round  our  home.  Parking,  laundry,  fireplace,  piano. 
Call  296-241 1 , _ (43) 

JOIN  US  IN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2  lesbians  seek  third  for  3  BR  Victorian  apt.  Hardwood 
floors,  living  room,  kitchen,  porch,  yard,  W/D.  Close 
to  T,  bus  and  pond.  Nice  area  and  nice  neighbors. 
Available  6/1.  $417  and  Vi  electric.  522-8768  or  Julie 
(days)  725-3562. _ (44) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

ROOMMATE  WANTED! 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


LF,  29  seeks  2  non-smoking  vegetarian,  easy  going  LF’s 
25-plus  for  Somerville  apartment  with  a  view.  Frances 
(the  cat)  wants  feline  companion.  Avail.  6/1,  $310-plus, 
776-7909. _ (43) 

Cat  of  unknown  persuasion  seeks  LF  25-plus  to  share  JP 
apartment  with  personable,  well  behaved,  indoor/out¬ 
door  LF  owner.  Apartment  is  sunny,  spacious  2  BR  near 
T.  Roommate  should  have  sense  of  humor  and  posess 
some  cat-like  qualities.  No  smoke/drugs,  minimum 
alcohol.  No  more  pets,  please.  $337  includes  heat. 
524-3173. _ (43) 

PROGRESSIVE  COOP  CAMBRIDGE 
Seeking  housemates.  We  are  mixed  men/women,  mixed 
sexual  orientations,  semi-veg.  If  you  are  easy-going, 
responsible,  non-smoking,  cat-free,  call!  864-1466.  (43) 
LF  seeks  one  or  two  LF’s  for  large  Viet.  apt.  in 
Worcester,  big  porch,  private  entrance,  parking,  split 
$570  plus.  Avl.  6/1  (508)753-9066.  _  (45) 


SUMMER  RENTALS 


JUNE  AND  JULY  SUBLET 

Cambridge,  furnished,  cable  TV,  microwave,  much 
more.  Prefer  LF(s),  no  drugs/alcohol/pets.  Convenient 
T  location.  Call  (617)  491-0918.  Keep  trying!  Eves  best 
360/mo.  Inch  utilities, _  (44) 

Summer  sublet:  Somerville  near  Harvard.  LF  and  cat 
seek  one  or  two  F,  6/1  to  9/1.  Rent  $300  inch  Call 
625-7973. _ (44) 

4BLKS.FROMWHITEHOUSE 

Rent  my  fully-equipped  efficiency  apartment  in  safe 
neighborhood  four  blocks  from  WH  and  Mall,  while 
you  explore  Smithsonian  Museums  or  do  research  at 
Library  of  Congress.  Available  May  30-.!une  10. 
Women  only,  no  smoking.  (202)  223-3815. _ (43) 

GREAT  P-TOWN  CONDO 

Beautiful,  ocean-front  studio  condo  available  by  the 
week  in  Provincetown.  This  sunny,  private  condo  with 
deck  is  a  perfect  spot  for  couples.  Reasonable  rates  — 
call  (413)  586-4999,  (413)  586-1572,  or  (413)  549-4136  for 
details. _  (44) 

PROVINCETOWN  BEACH  POINT 
Condo  with  loft,  sleeps  four,  kitchen,  parking,  private 
patio,  heated  pool,  cable  TV,  beach  access.  $400  week, 
$300  off-season.  Call  (508)  369-2872,  (43) 


HOUSING  WANTED 


LF  couple  w/2  dogs  and  cat  needs  2  B/R  rental  in  W. 
Bridgew.  Easton  Canton  area.  For  July  3 1 ,  lv.  msg  at  (508) 
888-3893. _ ' _  (44) 


APARTMENTS 


PROVIDENCE 

East  Side.  Elegant  Victorian  6  rooms.  2  bedrooms.  New 
heating.  Security  system.  Parking.  Appliances.  Lease.  $600. 
(401)  331-8735  or  (617)  924-7954.  Call  collect.  Leave  message. 
_ _ (45) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Small  2  bedroom  apt.  Great  view.  Secure  bldg.  Close  to  Green 
St.  T  on  Orange  Line.  Parking.  W/D.  Porches.  $750-plus 
utils.  524-2401 .  Avail  6/ 1 .  (45) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Sunny  2  BR  five  minutes  from  Forest  Hills  T.  Lesbian 
own/ occ.  One  off-street  parking  space,  W/D,  yard,  porches, 
wood  stove.  $725/month  includes  heat.  522-5529,  leave  a 
message.  Avail  June  I. _  (43) 


FOR  SALE 


Quincy  —  Wollaston  Hill 

Seeing  is  believing!  Buy  a 
lifestyle.  Treed  retreat,  2-3 
bedrooms,  2'/2  baths,  fabulous 
master  bedroom  with  private 
bath  and  deck,  grand  19x15  kit¬ 
chen.  $274,000. 

Contact  Marie  Stamos,  Stamos  & 
Stamos  Realtors,  747  East  Squan- 
tum  Street,  Squantum,  MA 
02171.  617/328-9400. 


VACATIONS 


GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  100  acre  mountain  set¬ 
ting  with  golf,  tennis,  hiking,  antiquing  nearby. 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 


PUBLICATIONS 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 


MOVERS 


publishers,  etc.  About  3  hrs  a  week.  We’ll  love  you 
forever!  Call  Stcph  al  GCN:  (617)426-4469. 

TRANSCRIPTION 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

GCN  has  so  many  fascinating  taped  interviews!!  But  we 
can’t  transcribe  ’em  as  fast  as  they  get  taped.  If  you  can 
help  out,  even  for  a  few  hours,  call  Steph  at  (617) 
426-4469. _ 

DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  r retentions 
“Icgalcse”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  lew  lor  us  to  send  out .  THANKS! 


PUBLICATIONS 


Moll  Greene  Ari  New  Now  Lists:  Public  $25. 00.  Private 
$125.00  Secret  $250. (X)  Picasso  the  Younger.  P.O.  Box 
5727  Boston  Mass  02114.  Sets  with  color  sculpture 
A-lnk. _ _ (44) 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Docs  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick ,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
IJ.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irrcverenl  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110. 
Cambridge,  MA02I39.  (16.33) 


Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ (IS. 32) 

MANIBOY  LOVE 

Intergeneralional  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA.  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  63118, _  (7) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

cc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

•  LIC.  and  INS 

o 

zc 

236-1848 

Seeking 

Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

lexander  JferJunan.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc. .  etc. .  etc  ( area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too1) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50:  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4  50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi,  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail:  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  turther  information,  send 
stamped,  sell-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 
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The  NATIVE  PRISONERS  RIGHTS 
COMMITTEE  will  soon  open  an  art 
gallery  for  Native  American  prisoners’  art 
work.  Proceeds  from  this  gallery  will  be  a 
50/50  split.  Half  of  sales  will  be  returned 
to  prisoners  or  cultural  groups  inside  the 
prisons.  We  hope  this  will  be  a  good  fun 
draiser  for  groups  who  are  raising  money 
i  for  Pow  wows,  etc.  The  other  half  will  go 
!  to  NPRC  for  such  costs  as  advertisement, 
j  wall  rental,  framing,  display  cases  etc. 

If  interested  please  write:  Native 
1  Prisoners  Rights  Commmittee,  930 
Walnut  St,  Chico,  CA  95928 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point -of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  sec  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Ml.  Morris,  II  61054.  (17.36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

l  ively,  .down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjotirnal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old.  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues. 
not).  Dept.  GCN.  2423  18th  St..  NW.  Washington,  IX 
2<MH)9. _  (ex) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $I5/IJ.S..  $  1 8/Canada.  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THF  WOMEN'S  RHVIFW, 
Wclleslev  Women’s  Research  Center.  Wellcslcv.  MA 

02181, _  (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black  /Out  now  available. 
This  hi  annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  l  esbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
I  csbian  and  (iay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $| 
postage.  I  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
lit  AC  k  our.  c/o  NCBI  G.  19641  West  Seven  Mile. 
I  )eimii.  M I  4821-9. _ (c\ ) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  ari  and  much  more.  Sub:  $  1 3/four  issues.  Single 
issues  S4  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASF  for  info. 
IMF  Box  2*  Somerville.  MA  02143.  (c\) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER  **A  Magazine  of  Feminism. 
Spirituality,  and  Politics.”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  lor  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  (,’am- 
bridge,  M  A  02238,  telephone  (617)625-7885. _ (ex ) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

I  he  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  arc  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $15/yr.  sub  or  $5  current  issue  to: 
ON  OIJR  BACKS.  P.O.  Box  421916,  San  Francisco. 
C  A  94142  (ex) 


COLLEGE  LEVEL  EXAM  PROGRAM! 
Offers  exams  in  a  range  of  subjects  that 
you  may  have  learned  without  the  usual 
formal  educational  means.  If  you  pass  the 
exam  you  can  get  college  credit.  Write  this 
address  for  a  catalog  of  test  subjects  and 
for  other  info:  CLEP,  Program  Office,  45 
Columbus  Ave,  New  York,  NY  10023. 


GM  37  wishes  to  write  anyone  in  or  out  of 
prison  for  friendship  and  good  conversation. 
Have  many  interests.  No  game  players.  Just 
serious  minded  friendships  desired.  Frank 
WASH  1  A.  162655,  Box  7  (2D-582),  Moberly 
MO  65270. 


GM,  27,  poet  &  story  writer,  into  all  outdoor 

activities,  including  bar  hopping.  All  kinds  of 
music.  I  don’t  need  any  money,  just  a  friend. 
Jason  ROSS,  D-I2410,  CSP-SC  FA  1-117U, 
Box  29,  Represa  CA  95671 


M  M 
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Black  male  seeking  friendship  with  any  who 
seek  a  real  friend  and  their  bottom  spanked  by 
a  Pisces.  Will  answer  any  and  all.  Jesse  ARM¬ 
STEAD,  Box  45699—163608,  Lucasville  OH 
45699 


I  am  a  watchsmith  and  have  a  degree  in 
blueprinting  but  my  main  interest  is  music.  I’m 
a  drummer  and  vocalist,  have  2  bands  in  here 
and  hope  to  make  a  career  out  of  music  some 
day.  I’m  looking  for  someone  down  to  earth 
with  a  good  sense  of  humor  to  write.  Daniel 
DRIER,  Box  215,  Maury  NC  28554. 


GM  looking  for  a  book  sponsor  and  dirty  let¬ 
ters  from  people  who  support  NAMBLA. 
Nelson  WOOD,  02584-045,  Box  1000,  Marion 
1L  62959.  _ 

Love  can  make  you  blind... 

Mv  lover  just  tola  me  he  wouldn’t  wait  for  me 
any  longer,  so  I  best  reroute  my  life,  a  life  I 
allowed  him  to  destroy.  It  was  he  and  his 
friends  who  put  stolen  objects  in  my  car 
resulting  in  my  arrest!  I  dedicated  years  to  this 
man,  alienated  my  family  by  moving  in  with 
him  when  I  was  18,  and  both  went  to  college 
and  held  a  job  to  pay  the  bills  he  wasn’t  able  to 
cover  by  his  petty  thievery.  1  guess  love  can 
make  you  blind  and  cloud  the  conscious.  1  hope 
someone  out  there  will  help  me  fill  this  void  in 
my  life  with  their  friendship.  Even  if  not,  it 
brought  me  some  comfort  just  writing  about  it. 
Steffano  TANCRAT1.  145779,  Ri  2  Box  111, 
Bland  VA  24315. 


1  am  not  abreast  of  the  requirements  of  your 

penpal  service  which  I  just  read  about  in  a 
resource  list  but  permit  me  to  be  presumptuous 
and  inform  you  of  myself  so  you  can  get  me 
and  another  gay  individual  started  on  cor¬ 
responding  with  each  other  whomever  the  per¬ 
son  might  be.  I’m  25,  black,  don’t  mind  cor¬ 
responding  with  any  other  nationality,  have  a 
semi-light  brown  complexion  and  would  like  to 
get  to  know  the  person  I’m  in  correspondence 
with  in  all  perspectives.  Sylvester  SIMS, 
068625,  Box  1902-A  (4A-6A-102),  Tehachapi 
CA  93561. 


Young,  black,  short  and  sexy.  Known  as 

Monika  Monique.  Would  like  to  correspond. 
Michael  GREEN,  03333-045,  Box  33,  Terre 
Haute  IN  47808. 


Would  like  gay  or  bi  males  for  penpals.  Many 

interests.  I’m  37,  trim,  and  lonely.  Dennis 
LENNON.  95183,  Camp  J  Gar  3-R-14,  LA 
State  Pen.,  Angola  LA  70712. 


I’m  doing  time  for  Hot  Checks.  Sure  gets  lone¬ 

ly  here.  Would  love  to  make  friends.  Sonnv 
McDADE,  98786,  Box  97,  McAlester  OK 
74502. _ _____ 

I’ll  like  to  meet  a  Gay  Friend  who  is  in  the  Free 

world.  If  anyone  is  interested  in  writing,  please 
do.  Adolph  WOODS,  EF-13I424,  Star  Route, 
Reidsville  C.A  30453. 


I’m  a  25  yr  old  Black  male  who  enjoys  all 

sports,  parties,  listening  to  music,  traveling, 
writing  and  reading.  I’m  a  bisexual  and  have  a  I 
keen  sense  of  humor.  I’m  in  desperate  need  of  a  I 
few  friends  to  talk  with.  Lovell  NEWMAN 
85630,  Star  Rt  Box  22-B.  4-22,  Tucker  AR 
72168.  1 


Did  you  know  Arizona  is  the  end  of  the  world? 

And  I’m  hanging  on  by  a  weary  hand.  Would 
like  to  hear  from  guys  willing  to  write  me  about 
their  secrets,  and  read  about  mine.  I’m  an 
erotic  fiction  writer  (from  inside)  and  spend 
hours  each  day  churning  out  erotica,  but  I’d 
rather  exchange  steamy  letters.  William  BI¬ 
BLE,  30208,  Perryville  San  Juan  24.  Box  3300, 
Goodyear  AZ  85338. 

Dominant  male  accepting  applications. 

Philosopher,  artist,  poet  and  warrior.  You 
must  be  intelligent  and  trained  to  obey.  No 
prisoners.  G.W.  ATKINS,  47844,  2605  State 
St,  Salem  OR  97310. _ 

Gay  mail  looking  to  write  someone  open  and 

honest.  I’m  not  into  mind  games  and  don’t 
need  money.  Just  a  friend  to  talk  to.  Otto 
TEEMS,  431930,  Ramsey  II,  Rosharon  TX 
77583 


I  am  a  poet  and  am  writing  something  for  your 
prisoner  poetry  page.  Also  l‘m  a  very  nice  per¬ 
son  that  wants  GCN  to  continue  to  succed  in 
helping  prisoners.  Please  put  me  on  your  pen¬ 
pal  list.  I’m  a  TV  and  looking  for  one  man 
who’s  into  a  one  on  one  monogamous  relation¬ 
ship.  Sincerely,  Clifford  VAUGHN,  E-02372, 
Box  500.  Chino  CA  91708. 


Me  and  my  roommate  are  looking  for  penpals 
She  used  the  penpal  column  a  few  months  age 
and  got  many  responses,  but  her  trips  to  Max. 
[isolation,  where  you  are  deprived  of  your  pro¬ 
perty]  made  her  lose  a  lot  of  addresses/penpals. 
So  I’ll  include  her  in  this  add.  Theresa  Siefried 
and  Robin  Dietrich,  both  of  us  very  feminine, 
would  like  penpals.  No  men  need  reply.  We 
both  can  correspond  with  other  prisoners  too. 
Our  address  is:  PO  Box  9007,  Framingham, 
MA  01701. _ _ 

I’m  20  and  looking  for  another  lesbian  or  gay 
man  or  woman  to  write  to  while  I’m  in  prison.  I 
love  to  write,  read,  work,  play  cards,  and  listen 
to  music.  I  look  forward  to  hearing  from  so¬ 
meone  out  there  who  needs  a  friend.  Sakara 
BEY,  8096,  Box  180,  Muncy  PA  17756. 
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3 1  Wednesday  □  The  Double  Edge  Theatre  presents  artist/ 
comedian  Annie  Griffin  in  Almost  Persuaded.  Through  June  4 
8pm.  $13.50-15.00. 


Boston  □  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  meets  at 
GCN,  62  Berkeley,  near  Back  Bay  and  Arlington  T-stops. 
6:30pm.  Bi-weekly.  Info:  Carla,  524-3370. 

Boston  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays  lobby  at  the 
State  House  for  the  Gay  Rights  Bill.  Meet  9am  at  the  security 
booth.  Press  conference  at  noon,  Doric  Hall.  All  welcome. 
828-3039. 

25  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome.  Proof¬ 
reading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Boston  □  Boston  Living  Center  General  Meeting  A  com¬ 
munity  center  run  for  and  by  all  those  affected  by  HIV.  7pm. 
Boston  City  Hall,  Piemonte  Room.  734-6339. 
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Please  Note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by 
the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language  inter¬ 
preted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide  for 
listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate  sheet  if 
possible. 

20  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  Mobilization  for  Survival  crash  course  on  US  & 
Israeli-Palestinian  conflict.  45  Pearl  Street.  Wheelchair  ac¬ 
cess.  I0am-2pm.  354-0008. 

Cambridge  □  Cheryl  Wheeler  in  concert.  Bobbi  Carmitchell 
opens  the  show.  Paine  Hall  at  Harvard  U.  7:30pm.  $12.50/13.50 
door.  661-1252. 

Boston  □  Sticks,  Stones  and  Stereotypes.  Boston  premiere 
of  documentary  on  name-calling,  homophobia  to  benefit 
Gay/Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau.  Jim  Vetter  and  Evi  Seidman  per¬ 
form.  Mass  College  of  Art  Tower  Auditorium,  621  Huntington 
Ave.  8pm.  $10/12.00  door.  354-0133. 

Boston  □  Boston  Prime  Timers  older  gay  males  monthly 
meeting.  Prison  counselor  Denis  Como  speaks  on  homosexuality 
in  prisons.  Lindemann  Health  center,  25  Stanford  St.  2-4pm.  $1. 

Boston  □  Mt.  Holyoke  College  lesbian  and  bisexual  womyn's 
party.  Alumnae,  students,  friends  welcome.  Donna,  265-0124. 

Cambridge  □  Spring  Moon  Dance  with  Batacuda  Belles  and 
AMALGM  Theater  Group.  Alliance  of  Mass  Asian  Lesbians  and 
Gays  and  GAMIT  sponsors.  To  benefit  National  Asian  Lesbians 
retreat  on  the  West  Coast.  MIT,  Walker  Memorial  Hall.  9pm. 
$4.  499-9535. 

Keene,  N.H.  □  AIDS  Quilt  on  display,  Studio  Theater, 
Keene  State  College.  Free.  Sponsored  by  Monadnock  AIDS  Pro¬ 
ject.  603/357-0979. 

Boston  □  Beginning  mountain  biking  in  the  Blue  Hills.  Lisa, 
288-3141,  Bob.  266-3812. 

21  Sunday 

Boston  □  Charley  Shively  reads  from  Drum  Beats:  Walt 
Whitman's  Civil  War  Boy  Lovers.  Glad  Day  Bookstore,  673 
Boylston  St.  6pm.  267-3010. 

Brookline  □  A  Celebration  of  Life  Concert  to  benefit  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee.  Co-sponsored  by  the  United  Parish  in 
Brookline,  210  Harvard  St.  7:30pm.  $IO/$8  students,  seniors. 
Wheelchair  access.  277-6860. 

Jamaica  PlainDJamaica  Plain  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  open 
house.  Call  Julie,  522-8768. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Am  Tikva  at  the  Arboretum.  Meet  at 
mam  gate  at  1:30pm.  Cancelled  if  rain.  782-8894. 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbian  Neighbor  Group  first  an¬ 
niversary  dinner.  Joan  266-5169. 

Lowell  □  Gay  in  the  Merrimack  Valley  monthly  potluck 
with  speaker  Barbara  Boring  from  Mass.  G/L  Political  Caucus. 
First  Grace  Church,  225  Stedman.  6pm.  508/452-4686. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Film/Video  Party  to  benefit  Astraea 
Foundation.  "Choosing  Children,”  "Int'l  Sweethearts  of 
Rhythm,"  "Prescription  for  Change"  plus  previews  of  “The 
Audre  Lorde  Film,"  "A  Question  of  Color,”  and 
"  Desaparecidos. "  Sponsored  by  Nicole  Hollander  Affinity 
Group.  4-7pm.  More  info:  524-1793. 

Brookline  □  Poetry  reading  with  Rosario  Morales,  Grace 

Paley,  Kate  Rushin  99  High  St.  7pm.  Buffet  supper  at  6pm. 
$25-50.  Sponsored  by  Boston  Committee  of  Women’s  Convoy 
to  Central  America.  436-8922. 

Boston  □  Boston  Unitarian  Universalist  Gays  and  Les¬ 
bians.  Worship,  slide  show,  discussion  on  gay  rights  bill.  Arl¬ 
ington  St.  Church,  351  Boylston  St.  7pm.  244-0394. 

Boston  □  Lesbians  in  Nursing  monthly  potluck  and  meeting 
for  Pride  March.  All  welcome.  Last  meeting  until  9/89.  6pm.  Call 
Jenny,  666-1466 

Brookline  □  AIDS  &  Politics  of  Health  with  David  Scon- 
dras,  ACT  UP  and  the  AAC.  DSA  Forum  senes.  Workmen's  Cir¬ 
cle,  1762  Beacon  St.  7:30pm.  Potluck  6pm.  426-9026. 

22  Monday 

Boston  □  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston  meet  for 
summer  planning.  7pm.  Shannon,  776-6442. 

24  Wednesday 

Boston  □  “We  Bring  a  Quilt”  documentary  on  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt.  Speakers:  Sara  Malone  and  Jack  Milan  of  the 
NAMES  Project.  Community  Church  Center,  565  Boylston  St. 
8- 1 0pm.  Sponsored  by  Fenway  Arts  Council.  247-1919. 


26  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay 
T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Lavender  Literary  Circle  meets  to  discuss  James  Baldwin's 
"Giovanni's  Room."  7pm.  Call  569-0703. 

27  Saturday 

Boston  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club.  A  weekend  of  rock  clim¬ 
bing  in  Gunks,  NY.  Beginners  to  experts.  Mark  288-6419. 

28  Sunday 

Boston  □  Memorial  Mass  for  PWAs  who  have  died.  Arl¬ 
ington  St.  Church.  351  Boylston  St.  5:30pm.  227-5794. 

Boston  □  Alliance  of  Mass.  Asian  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 

discuss  "Coming  Together  &  Celebrating  Our  Heritage." 
Potluck.  80  Fenway,  Apt.  51.  262-6670.  Asian  only. 

29  Monday 

Boston  □  Fifth  Annual  AIDS  Candlelight  March  begins  at 
Government  Ctr  at  7pm.  Interfaith  service  to  remember  PWAs 
who  have  died.  8pm  at  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  138  Tremont  St. 
542-1179. 

31  Wednesday 

Malden  □  Lesbian  Faculty  Members  meeting,  potluck 
dessert.  7pm.  Karen,  321-3569. 

Randolph  □  Doshie  Powers  performs  at  the  Randolph  Coun¬ 
try  Club  from  9pm-midnight.  $3. 

Allston  □  Artist/comedian  Annie  Griffin  in  "Almost  Persuad¬ 
ed."  Double  Edge  Theatre,  Comm.  &  Brighton  Aves.  Thru  6/4. 
8pm.  $13.50-15. 

June  I  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  Welcome.  Proof¬ 
reading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St.  near 
Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T  stops.  426-4469. 

2  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay 
T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Brookline  □  Am  Tikva's  Oneg  Shabbat  Service.  Bring 
something  sweet  to  eat.  Workmen's  Circle,  1782  Beacon  St. 
8pm.  782-8894. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Firehouse  Arts  Center  and  Swing  Time  benefit 
dance  with  Cheek  to  Cheek.  A  portion  of  proceeds  to  benefit 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee.  9pm.  $10.  524-3816. 

Cambridge  □  River  Festival  celebrating  diversity  with  art, 
music,  dance,  martial  arts  demonstrations.  For  schedule, 
498-9033.  Thru  6/4. 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing  Night  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  62  Berkeley  St.  near  Arlington  and  Back 
Bay  T-Stops.  426-4469. 

3  Saturday 

Somerville  □  Moving  Violations  Motorcycle  Club  spon¬ 
sors  100  mile  ride  to  benefit  Susan  Galvin/Martha  Alsup  Memorial 
Fund  to  further  their  work  with  survivors  of  childhood  abuse  and 
other  traumas.  Kate,  776-4316 

Cambridge  □  Karate  Demonstration  &  Benefit  Dance. 

Sponsored  by  Sanchin  Women's  School  of  Karate  and  Self 
[defense.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave. 
8:30pm.  $5  more/less. 

Boston  72  The  dimensions  of  AIDS  Treatment  with  ACT 
UP.  Sherman  Student  Union,  B.U.,  775  Commonwealth  Ave. 
I -4pm.  492-2887. 


4  Sunday 

Brookline  □  Art  Auction  to  benefit  Brookline's  Sister 
City:  Quezalguaque.  Come  after  AIDS  walk.  Classical  music  & 
poetry.  92  High  Street.  Auction  begins  at  5:30pm.  $l5/$25  for 
two.  277-7867. 

Boston  □  Exhibition  by  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual  Artists. 

Tower  Gallery  of  Mass.  College  of  Art,  621  Huntington  Ave. 
Thru  6/17.  437-7749. 

Boston  □  From  all  Walks  of  Life,  a  pledge  walk  to  benefit 
AIDS  care  and  research.  Registration  at  8:30am.  at  the  Common. 
Walk  at  1 0am.  Pledge  sheets,  info  266-6906, 

Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new  train¬ 
ing  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women’s  School  of  Karate  and 
Self  Defense  for  women  of  all  ages,  abilities.  YWC,‘  7  Temple 
St.  3-5pm.  T.-Th.  6-8pm.  547-3889. 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  presents 

Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  All  ages,  abilities.  Wed. 
eves,,  Sat.  afternoons.  574-9433. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual  massage 
for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm.  $12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 

(BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  Boston's  Other  Voice,  radio  for  Gay/Lesbian  com¬ 
munity  with  Peter  Stickel.  5/14,  HIV  infection  among 
hemophiliacs.  5/21 ,  safer  sex  in  song  and  the  walk.  5/28, 
Women's  and  Men's  Bisexual  Networks.  1 1  pm.  WROR  98.5 
FM. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show.  WUNR  1600  AM.  2:30am. 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland  Rd. 
7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  5/15,  S'M.  5/22,  Lesbian 
theories.  5/29,  Holiday.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8-IOpm.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  holds 
bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial  Dove,  room  306. 
7pm.  776-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for  Adult 
Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital.  8:30-l0pm.  Intake 
interview  required.  522-5800  x  1 908 . 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  &  Marching  Band.  No 

audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St.  7:15pm.  joe 
625-3304.  Zoe  396-2989. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  open  meetings. 
Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill,  782-9063. 


Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the  AIDS 
crisis.  Room  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  College.  7pm. 
49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  5/23,  Representa¬ 
tions  of  Bisexuality.  5/30,  Myth  of  Bisexual  promiscuity. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30- 1 0pm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  5/23,  Counteracting 
homophobia.  5/30,  Picnic  at  Magazine  Beach.  7-8:30pm.  The 
Women’s  Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety.  A  self  help  group  for 
women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass.  General 
Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Boston  □  New  group  forming  for  lesbians  who  have  been 
sexually  harassed  at  work.  Wed.  or  Th.  492-7273. 

Cambridge  □  "Say  it,  Sister!"  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women  in  the  Building  Trades  Free  introduc¬ 
tory  workshops  for  women  interested  in  union  jobs  &  appren¬ 
ticeships.  241  Saint  Botolph  St.  6-8pm.  266-2338. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T.,  Building 
66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  661-7737. 

Thursday 

Boston  □  NAMES  Project  Quilting  Bee,  bi-weekly  through 
May.  Arlington  St.  Church.  6pm.  451-9003. 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd  Th. 
every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22  Main  St. 
7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors’  Group  for  women.  New 
England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd.  5-6:30pm.  Sara  Eps¬ 
tein,  979-7025. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in  group 
for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  Women's 
Center.jsee  above)  7:30-9:30pm, 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride  Committee  meets  first 
Thursday  of  every  month.  City  Hall,  room  801  at  7pm.  232-1716. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  survivors 

group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cambridge  Center  of 
Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass.  Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5 
donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Boston  □  Theater  of  Spontaneity  A  playspace  where  you 
an  relax,  breathe,  move  to  music,  with  Tom  Howard.  Studio 
406-4th  floor,  551  Tremont  St.  Fridays  through  May.  7- 1 0pm, 
$10.  983-0641. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group  for  HIV 
positive,  PWAs.  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to  all  lesbians,  gay 
men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana  508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair  Salon, 
528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  5/19,  Laura 
Wetzler  in  concert  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8-midnight.  354-8807. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
NAOMI  STEIN 


Finding  Our  Way:  Men  Talk  About  Their  Sex¬ 
uality.  Produced  by  Nick  Kaufman,  Mark  Lipman 
and  Cooper  Thompson.  Available  from  New  Day 
Films,  853  Broadway,  Suite  1210,  New  York,  NY 
10003. 

By  Christopher  Wittke 

One  of  my  favorite  true  gay  male  sex 
experience  magazines,  First  Hand, 
uses  the  catch  phrase  “Because  talk¬ 
ing  about  sex  is  important”  on  the  back 
cover  of  almost  every  issue  (generally 
superimposed  over  a  photo  of  some  hunk’s 
buttmeat).  I  guess  this  is  done  as  a  way  of 
justifying  First  Hand's  existence  in  these 
porn-unfriendly  times  but,  y’know,  they’ve 
got  a  point. 

The  Boston  Film  Cooperative  presented  a 
premiere  of  their  new  video  Finding  Our 
Way:  Men  Talk  About  Their  Sexuality 
earlier  this  spring  at  the  Boston  Film  and 
Video  Foundation.  The  video  documents  a 
weekend  encounter  session  where,  one  of 
the  producers  says  in  a  voice  over  “we 
wanted  the  kind  of  conversation  that’s  all 
too  rare  —  we  wanted  to  know  what  other 
men  like  about  their  sexuality.”  I  love  con¬ 
versations  like  that  and  I  also  love  movies 
where  people  sit  around  talking  a  lot,  even 
such  schlocky-yet-effective  movies  as  The 
Breakfast  Club. 

In  Finding  Our  Way  12  men  who 
previously  didn’t  know  each  other  attempt 
to  have  that  kind  of  “all  too  rare”  conversa¬ 
tion.  Ranging  in  age  from  27-71  and  landing 
all  over  the  het/gay/bi  continuum,  this 
mostly  white  group  of  guys  eventually  hits 
the  level  of  self-disclosure  usually  only 
possible  in  a  marathon  group  therapy  ses¬ 
sion. 

In  fact,  like  the  pseudo-experiences  of 
Video  Aquarium  and  Video  Yule  Log 
before  it.  Finding  Our  Way  could  easily 
have  been  called  Video  Group  Therapy  Ses¬ 
sion  because  of  its  ability  to  make  the  viewer 
feel  like  one  of  those  silent  group  members 
whom  the  more  talkative  types  encourage  to 
“share.”  I  half  expected  one  of  the 
barefoot,  cross-legged  guys  to  turn  to  the 
camera  and  say,  “Chris,  when  did  you  make 
your  first  discoveries  around  masturbation 
issues?” 

And  like  real  life  group  therapy,  I  found 
myself  making  snap  judgments  about  which 
group  members  1  didn’t  like,  later  finding 


COME  TO  A 
FUNDRAISER  BENEFIT 


Outrageous  Women 


Featuring:  D.J.  Fire  •  Refreshments  (non-alcoholic) 

Door  Prize!  •  Prize  for  most  outrageous  costume 


Donations  by:  Hubba  Hubba  •  Little  Shop  of  Horrors  • 
Mike's  Custom  Leather  •  Vernon's  of  Waltham  •  Toy  Bag 
by  INNOVATIONS  in  LEATHER  •  AND  more... 


Sunday,  June  18th 
8pm-1am  $5.00  cover 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  (near  Harvard  Square) 

Everyone  Welcome! 


Talking  about  sex  is 
important’ 

Boston  Film  Cooperative’s  Finding  Our  Way:  12  guys 
shoot  the  shit  about  intimacy,  orgasms  and  ‘ dirty  old  men’ 


my  impressions  shifting  somewhat  and  oc¬ 
casionally  realizing  that  I  was  right  in  the 
first  place. 

Take  Sidney.  1  didn’t  like  him  from  the 
minute  he  called  sex  an  “overrated  opera¬ 
tion,  maybe  it’s  great  in  primitive  cultures 
and  maybe  animals...”  and  I  didn’t  like  the 
fact  that  he  kept  obsessively  complaining 
about  how  sex  put  him  “in  a  position  of 
weakness.”  My  animosity  for  him  abated 
somewhat  when  he  said  “It  took  a  long  time 
to  realize  I  don’t  wanna  fuck,  I  wanna  be 


fucked.”  Now  that  I  could  relate  to  and 
found  it  especially  heart-tugging  coming 
from  a  man  who  had  been  married  for 
decades. 

I  loved  Oliver  from  the  beginning  as  he 
told  of  regretting  the  difficulties  caused  by 
coming  out  to  his  wife  and  family  at  the  age 
of  65.  When  Sidney  later  justifiably  pointed 
out  the  culturally  reinforced  ageism  of  ex¬ 
pressions  like  “dirty  old  man,”  Oliver 
didn’t  hesitate  to  say  he  didn’t  “mind  that 
term  one  bit!”  After  coming  out  to  his  wife 


he  then  began  to  experiment  with  gay  male 
sexuality.  He  was  so  turned  on  by  this  he 
went  home  and  had  sex  with  his  wife  “a  few 
times  a  day”  for  about  four  months. 
“You’re  a  dirty  old  man,”  she  teased  him. 
“Why,  that’s  right!”  he  replied  happily. 

I  had  a  hard  time  figuring  Clay,  a  bisexual 
man  who  prefers  self-induced  orgasm  be¬ 
cause  sex  is  “too  plotted.”  Later  when  he 
said  his  fantasy  was  to  “meet  a  man  who’s  at 
the  same  place  I’m  at”  I  figured  I  just  didn’t 
speak  the  same  language  as  Clay  and  would 
need  a  Therapy-English  translation  book  (or 
helpful  subtitles)  to  cut  through  his  jargon. 
Then  he  casually  said  that  it  would  “be  great 
to  have  sex  without  worrying  about  dying” 
and  I  knew  exactly  what  he  was  saying.  He 
said  the  fear  of  AIDS  “overrides  everything, 
I  don’t  even  have  fantasies  that  aren’t  safe 
sex.” 

When  it  was  time  for  Jesse,  the  only  Black 
man  in  the  group,  to  talk  about  what  he 
wanted  sexually,  I  realized  the  danger  of 
editing  down  an  entire  weekend-long  ex¬ 
perience  into  a  forty-minute  video.  We  lose 
context,  we  lose  the  less  “important”  (ac¬ 
cording  to  the  filmmakers)  business  that 
may  actually  give  us  some  ideas  as  to  the  real 
humanity  of  the  participants.  Or  as  in 
Jesse’s  (and  the  typical  60  Minutes' 
subject’s)  case,  there  isn’t  a  chance  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  fucked  up  stuff  that  sometimes 
slips  out  of  our  mouths.  Jesse  says: 

I’d  like  what  he  found  [pointing  to  fellow 
group  member]:  a  caring  woman  who 
would  understand  that  I’m  a  sexual  being 
with  a  preference  for  men  who  would  take 
me  under  her  wing  without  being 
judgmental  about  whether  I  could  per¬ 
form  or  not  and  [who  would]  introduce  me 
or  make  me  feel  comfortable  making  love 
to  women.  That  would  be  nice.  That 
would  be  real  nice. 

Jesse  never  gets  a  chance  to  explain  why,  as  a 
man  with  a  preference  for  men,  it  would  be 
so  nice  to  be  taught  how  to  make  love  to 
women  and  he  never  gets  confronted  about 
the  sexist  way  he  fantasizes  such  an  arrange¬ 
ment. 

Of  the  apparently  heterosexual  men  in  the 
group,  Lance  contributes  the  most  provoca¬ 
tive  questions  by  initiating  a  discussion  of 
the  effects  of  aging  on  sexuality.  Most  of  the 
men  truly  felt  a  shift  in  their  desires  by  their 
early  twenties  (!)  including  diminishing  in- 

Continued  on  page  1 2 


Jr  BOSTON 
i  GAY  MEN’S 

CHORUS 

Robert  Barney,  Music  Director 

and  the 

CONNECTICUT 
GAY  MEN’S 
CHORUS 

Robert  Read,  Music  Director 

PRIDE 
CONCERT 

Friday,  June  16,  8  PM 
Saturday,  June  17, 8  PM 

Jordan  Hall  at  New  England  Conserv  atory 

(30  Gainsborough  St.,  Boston,  across  from  Symphony  Halt) 

Tickets  $18,  $14  &  $9 

Ticketron,  Teletron,  Glad  Day  Bookshop 
Out  of  Town,  Bostix,  Fritz 

Charge  by  phone:  482-2527 

Sign  Language  Interpreted 
AFTER  CONCERT  RECEPTION  AT  THE  SHERATON  BOSTON 


